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Owing to sickness, some parts of the following discourse were neither

written nor delivered at the time of installation. Pressing avocations

have prevented me from preparing the copy for press until the present

moment. B. W.

Press of the Independent Messenger...38 Court Street.



DISCOURSE

" A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT YE LOVE ONE ANOTH-

ER ; AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, THAT YE ALSO LOVE ONE ANOTHER. BY

THIS SHALL ALL MEN KNOW THAT YE ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YE

have love one to another."—John xiii- 34, 35.

You well know, my christian friends, that these are the

precious words of our blessed Saviour. You perceive

that he explicitly commands his disciples to be united in

affection. You are fully aware that very little of this

heavenly principle now exists among his followers of the

different denominations. You sensibly realize that his

church is lamentably rent with division and contention, an-

imosity and hatred. And what is the principal cause of

this alarming disobedience ? Why is his new command so

generally disregarded ? Why do professors of his religion

furnish to the world so little scriptural evidence of their

discipleship ? Because they do not heartily and practically

conform to the example and instructions of their divine

master. Can a more important duty then be urged upon

the consideration of all who love the Lord Jesus in sincer-

ity, than union on gospel principles ? Can a topic be se-

lected more appropriate than this to the present interesting
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occasion, when ministers and delegates of different names,

are about to unite in the installation of a brother whom we

all consider a worthy disciple of Christ, and in whose quali-

fications for the ministry of reconciliation, we have the

most entire confidence ? Your candid and patient attention

is therefore solicited to a free and full discussion of the

great subject of christian union.

I. What then is not necessary for the existence of chris-

tian union ? Many things which have been generally con-

sidered essential. Some of the most important particulars

I will now mention.

1. It is not necessary for the existence of christian union

that you should adopt the same views on the subject of

water baptism. For in the first place, your Saviour has

given no definite directions concerning either the mode or

subjects of this ordinance* He has made no mention

either of sprinkling or pouring or immersion. He has no

where excluded either men or women or children from

his kingdom. He has not described either the rank or

qualifications of the persons who may perform the service.

All that he considered essential in this positive institution

is contained in the following commission to his apostles.

" Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-

ing men into the name of the Father, and of the son, and of

the holy spirit." By the word baptize, he undoubtedly

means the outward application of water, as an expres-

sive sign of admission to his school of religion ; no-

thing more nor less than this, as I trust every disinterested

critic will acknowledge. By all nations, he surely in-

tends the various individuals, of whatever sex or age or

character, who constitute the inhabitants of the several

countries of the earth. As there are no divinely appoint-

ed successors to the inspired apostles, every preacher of

the gospel has an equal right to initiate learners in the ap-

pointed way. Every thing else connected with this rite



is left for your personal examination and honest decision.

You must each determine for yourself, in what manner

you prefer to have the baptizmal water applied, at what

age you chose to introduce yourself or your offspring into

the visible church, and from whose hand you will receive

the token of initiation. If you are sincere in your dedica-

tion of yourself or your beloved children, whatever mode

or period of life or clas.S of ministers you deem most scrip-

tural, your offering will be acceptable to your merciful

Father who looketh only at the motives of the heart ; and

you will have received what every candid believer must ad-

mit to be christian baptism. Consequently you may be united

in affection, may obey the new command, and still adopt

any of the prevailing views and practices on this question.

In the second place, your christian improvement does

not depend upon your adopting the same views on the sub-

ject of water baptism. For your Saviour has no where

promised that the divine influences should be granted to

those only who were baptized in a particular manner, or at

some specified age, or by a certain class of ministers. And

your own experience must convince you that no such par-

tiality has been manifested by the holy spirit. Examine

into the history of those who have exhibited most of the

christian temper and character during the past and present

centuries. You will learn that some received the ordi-

nance in infancy, others in youth, others in riper years and

others again in old age. You will also learn that the water

was applied to some by sprinkling, to others by pouring and

to others again by immersion. You will likewise discover

that the rite was administered sometimes by illiterate itin-

erants, sometimes by educated congregationalists, some-

times by titled bishops, and sometimes by the opposers of

orthodox articles of faith. And you will arrive at the con-

clusion, that in all those instances in which other circum-

stances were equally favorable to religious advancement,
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the distinguishing views and practices of individuals in re-

lation to this institution, exercised no special influence on

their progress and perfection in holiness. You must be

sensible that the mere application of water can produce no

moral effect whatever, nor furnish any qualifications for

spiritual happiness. Just to the degree in which you

are induced to cultivate religion by the public pledge

you have thus given, just to that degree will you be ben-

efitted by the performance of this ceremony. And just as

far as you are excited to train up your child in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord by the vows you have taken,

just so far will his improvement be increased. And this

excitement to christian duty does not depend in the least on

any one particular view of this initiatory rite. There is a

satisfaction in knowing that you have entered the school of

Christ and introduced your beloved offspring, but nothing

mysterious or miraculous is ever experienced from the sim-

ple act of introduction. Consequently you may all be

united in affection, may obey the new command, and se-

cure equal progress in holiness, although you should adopt

different views and practices respecting baptism.

In the third place, your salvation does not depend on

your adopting the same views respecting water baptism.

For your Saviour has no where made a conformity to

either of the prevailing practices on this subject a condi-

tion of admission to his heavenly kingdom. Is there an

intelligent believer on earth, who will take the opposite

side of this position ; who will defend an opinion so illib-

eral and irrational and unscriptural ? Can you suppose

there is any moral efficacy whatever in the outward appli-

cation of water ? If two individuals, the one baptized by

sprinkling in infancy, and the other in mature years by im-

mersion, should seek divine assistance with equal sincerity

and fervor, can you suppose that the universal Father

would grant more aid to the one than the other, merely on



iccount of his particular views and practices on this ques-

ion ? Can you think a person will have any stronger mo-

ives to exertion in the performance of his incumbent du-

ies on account of the mode or period of his admission to

he christian seminary ? Can you admit the idea for a rao-

oent that any one will be questioned at the judgment seat

if Christ respecting his initiation into the visible church ?

Vill any one be asked if he received the sign in infancy

r in adult years ; or whether the water was applied by

prinkling, pouring or immersion ? I cannot conceive it

ossible. Not only so. Can you suppose that baptism in

ny shape is essential to the salvation of the soul ? If so

phatmust be the future condition of the innumerable mul-

itudes of unbaptised infants and children ? and also of the

lousands of sincere disciples who have been kept from

ie baptismal font by unauthorized human barriers ? and

kewise of the tens of thousands who have regarded the

.dinance in any form as unscriptural ? It is absurd to sup-

ase that any pure or righteous soul can suffer on account

f
the omission of this ceremony. I must therefore con-

lude, from reason, experience and revelation, that it is of

) material consequence to the salvation of the soul, what

irticular views and practices are adopted on this subject.

et every man then be fully persuaded in his own mind.

onsequently you may all obey the new command, and se-

ire your entrance into heaven, although you should adopt

fFerent modes and seasons of admission to the visible

ngdom of our Lord on earth.

Finally, you may regard it as absolutely impossible for

I believers to adopt the same views on the subject of wa-

r baptism. Perhaps the very converts of our Saviour

ought alike on this topic, but even this point is not abso-

litely certain. It is more than probable that different prac-

kes were early introduced into the church. Would the

>ostles have been commissioned to baptize others, until
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they had first received the rite from their master ? In wh

manner did he administer the ordinance ? He once applU

water to their feet. Can you show me any other accou

of their baptism ? But if you have any doubts respectii

the agreement of our Saviour's converts, you can ha'

none respecting those made by the apostles. For th(

controversies on this subject caused the high minded Pa

to thank God he had baptized so few of them. From that d

to the present there has been more or less disagreeme

concerning the modes and subjects of this positive instituti

among sincere believers. And now the different parties ha

become so large and learned and respectable ; the whole su

ject is left in so much obscurity in the sacred records
;

are influenced so much by early impressions and instru

tions that no human probability exists, that the true dis

pies of Jesus will ever adopt the same views and practic

in relation to this christian ordinance. And now, my frieni

since a unity of sentiment on this subject is neither coi

manded, nor necessary, nor possible, will you make it

condition of christian union ? Will you suffer your diffi

ences of opinion to prevent your obedience of the ni

command ? Do you care more for your party interpre

tions than for the peace and prosperity of the church ? IN

I presume all sincere disciples will make any reasonal

sacrifices for the advancement of Christ's kingdom. Yc

path of duty is therefore plain. Decide for yourseh

what view of this ordinance is most scriptural and expe

ent. Act conscientiously, and you run no risque whatev

You may come up out of the water with Jesus, or

down into the water with the Ethiopian
;
you may ha

the water applied to your feet with the apostles, or pour

upon your heads with the Greeks
;
you may be immers

with the Christian, or sprinkled with the Presbyterian ; y

may receive the sign of initiation in infancy with the Ep

copalian, or in adult years with the Baptist. No possil
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harm can befal you for adopting any of the prevailing prac-

tices. But after you have determined for yourselves which

form to adopt, you have no authority to censure others for

the exercise of the same sacred right. And if you con-

demn any one for dissenting from your opinion, would

you not knowingly break a plain command of your com-

mon master ? Would this be doing unto others as you

would have others do unto you ? And if you either hate

or refuse to love, or are unwilling to unite with those

sincere believers who adopt a different practice, would you

not openly disobey the new command, and neglect your

share for the promotion of christian union ?

2. It is not necessary for the existence of christian

jnion that you should adopt the same views on the subject

>f the Lord's Supper. For in the first place, your Saviour

:as given no definite directions concerning this ordinance,

le has not described the kind of bread and wine mostde-

irable. He has not mentioned the position in which the

lements are to be received by the communicants. He
r as not designated the times or places most suitable, or the-

lass of persons who should officiate in the administration

f this rite. He has entered into no particulars concera-

g the age or sex or degree of faith or perfection of

haracter of those who may partake worthily. All that

3 considered essential in this positive institution is con-

ined in the following direction :
" This do in remembrance

I
me." By this injunction, he meant that those who re-

lived him as their master in matters of religion, should

casionally eat bread and drink wine for the express pur-

se of calling to mind more forcibly his labors and teach-

es, his life and death, his resurrection and ascention. All

Urefore of whatever character, or rank, or sex, or age,

Mo love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, are encouraged to unite

i this interesting and improving exercise. Each must de-

mine for himself whether he is qualified to remember his



12

Saviour,when he will unite in the celebration ofthe ordinance,

in what position hewill receive the elements, and from whose

hands he will accept the emblematic symbols of the brok-

en body and flowing blood. Christ has commissioned no

one to be the governor of his feast. He has given no man

and no body of men any authority to exclude a sincere be-

liever of proper age and fair moral character from his ta-

ble. He has given no liberty to any minister or any

church to require an assent to human articles of faith

as a condition of admission to his church, or any re-

lation of experiences, or any promises of conformity

in opinion to other people's exposition of scripture. No.

Every thing in relation to this observance is left free

and unembarrassed. If you are sincere in your per-

formance of this duty, you will make advances in the

christian life. Consequently you may obey the new com-

mand, and still adopt different views and practices in rela-

tion to this christian ordinance.

In the second place, you will remember that only one

view of the Lord's Supper is of any practical value. Je-

sus instituted the ordinance as a simple memorial ofhimself.

He designed it as one means of religious improvement.

When rightly observed, it is admirably adapted to effect

this important purpose. The table is spread. Bread and

wine are consecrated to a particular use. You assemble

as equals. You call to mind your common examplar,

teacher, master and Saviour. You remember his weari-

some labors in the promotion of human happiness ; how he

went about doing good ; how he cured the diseased and

healed the sinful, and your feelings of benevolence are

quickened. You remember his instructions how lovely he

made the character of God appear ; how he explained

your incumbent duties ; how he brought life and immortali-

ty to light, and you are enlightened, guided and comforted.

You remember his sufferings ; how he was persecuted by
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bitter enemies ; how he was falsely accused and unjustly-

condemned ; how he was scourged and derided and cruci-

fied, and your pity and love are nourished, your gratitude

and contentment increased. You remember the last clos-

ing scene of his eventful life ; how tenderly he provided

for his mother ; how he prayed for the forgiveness of his

murderers ; how he committed his spirit into the hands of

his Father, and your souls are filled with tenderness, com-

passion, resignation and confidence. You feel your obli-

gations to him more sensibly. You compare yourselves

with his example and requisitions and you are humbled.

You form new resolutions of amendment and improvement.

Thus in the most natural method are you made wiser and

better and happier by a faithful observance of the ordi-

nance. This is the natural consequence of a worthy par-

ticipation, the divine reward of your obedience. There is

surely no moral efficacy in the mere act of eating and

drinking. There is nothing any more sacred in the ser-

vice than in the ordinary devotions of the church. Conse-

quently you may all obey the new command, and secure

the peculiar benefit of the ordinance, although you should

adopt different views and practices on this subject.

In the third place, your christian improvement does not

depend upon your adopting the same views respecting the

Lord's Supper. I know and have said that this ordinance

is one means of religious advancement. I consider it a

most interesting and important means. But you know that

it exerts no mysterious or miraculous influence ; nothing but

a moral and religious influence. Consequently your char-

acters will receive no special advantage from the commu-

nion without your voluntary and persevering exertions.

And you can make these with equal zeal and sincerity

whatever particular view of the rite you consider scriptu-

ral. It is impossible for you to determine in respect to

your own soids, how much spiritual benefit you receive

from the observance of any one of the means of religion
;

2
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and it is still more impossible for you to decide for

others. You have no way of judging of another's excel-

lency but by his temper and character. You can never

know what influences have most contributed to his progress

in holiness. But when you examine the lives of christians

of the various denominations, and perceive an equal degree

of goodness, and learn that they have pursued different

practices in relation to the Supper
; you are justified in

concluding that their peculiarities in this particular have

produced no sensible difference in the degree of their mor-

al goodness. Of course their christian improvement does

not depend upon any one view of the ordinance. This

conclusion is fully confirmed by existing facts. Select a

number of those disciples who are most distinguished for

their piety and benevolence. You will learn that they have

differed greatly in their practices respecting the commu-

nion. One first partook in youth, another in middle age,

and a third in advancing years. One observed the rite

once a week, another once a month, and a third once a

year. One received the elements kneeling, another sitting,

and a third standing. One was admitted to the feast upon

a simple expression of his belief in Christ, another assent-

ed to a long list of human articles, and a third related

great experiences, and passed through an unauthorized ex-

amination. One believed Jesus was God, another, a hu-

manr being divinely commissioned, and a third, the Son of

God who existed in bis bosom before the foundation of the

world. Consequently you may all obey the new command,

and make equal progress in holiness, although you should

adopt different views and practices respecting the Supper.

Finally, your salvation does not depend upon your

adopting the same views respecting the Lord's Supper.

For your Saviour has not even mentioned the observance

of this ordinance as a condition of admission to the heav-

enly kingdom. This is indeed one very important means

of religious improvement. But can you believe that any
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one of the several views of this rite is assential to the se-

curity of the blessing ? Can you suppose any one will ever

be asked at the day of judgment, what kind of bread or

wine he used, in what position he partook of the elements,

from whose hands they were received, what speculative

opinions he entertained of Christ's nature during the com-

munion, how he was admitted into the church, or any

thing of this character ? It cannot be possible. Are you

not aware that multitudes of the most sincere and worthy

disciples believe this ordinance was designed to cease

with the apostles and first converts ? Do you not also know

that there are in our own land hundreds and thousands of

pious obedient christians who are prevented from a public

celebration of this rite by the creeds and conditions of

their usurping brethren ? Although these individuals of both

classes may not eat the bread and drink thp. wine, yet they

doubtless call their Saviour to remembrance in such a man-

ner as to derive the benefit of a public celebration. And

shall all these be sentenced to future punishment ? The

idea is absurd. Your salvation is secured if you possess

the temper and character of your master, whether you

adopt one or another of the prevailing views respecting the

Lord's Supper. And now, my friends, since a unity of

sentiment on this question is neither required nor necessa-

ry nor possible, will you make it a condition of christian

union ? Will you sacrifice the peace and harmony and im-

provement of the church to your sectarian considerations

and party interpretations ? No. You will act like rational

and consistent disciples. You will each decide for yourself

which view of this ordinance is most scriptural and best

adapted to your spiritual improvement. Perform this duty

conscientiously and you incur no danger. You may lay

on couches and continue in conversation when you partake

of the Supper, as did your Saviour and his apostles ; or you

may assemble in deserts and caverns of the earth, and

secret places, as did the early and persecuted disciples.
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You may surround a table in silence with the Presbyterian,

or kneel at the altar with the Episcopalian, or sit in your

pews with the Congregationalist. You may partake only

of the bread with the Catholic, or of bread and wine with

the Methodist. You may call Christ to remembrance once

a week as did the early christians, or consider every meal

a celebration of this rite with the Quaker. But if you con-

demn others for adopting a different practice from your

own, do you not break a plain command of your common

master ? Do you conduct towards others as you would have

others conduct towards you ? And if you either hate, or

refuse to love, or are unwilling to unite with other practical

believers on account of an honest difference of opinion, do

you not disobey the new command,, and neglect your share

for the promotion of christian union ?

3. It is not nfiPRssary for the existence of christian union

that you should adopt the same views on the subject of re-

ligious worship. For in the first place, your Saviour

has given no definite directions concerning the time or

place, or manner of devotional exercises. He has not

designated the most proper day of the week, whether the

first or the seventh. He has not mentioned the most ap-

propriate place for holding communion with the eternal,

whether in the synagogue or in the temple, whether in the

simple church or the splendid cathedral, whether in the

open air or in the shady grove. He has not described the

position in which your bodies should be placed during the

exercise, whether laying prostrate as he often did himself,

or standing upright ; whether kneeling or sitting. He has

not alluded to the manner of expression, whether we should

breathe out our desires in silence, or utter them in our or-

dinary tones, or pour them forth in a voice of thunder

;

whether we should read them from a book, or repeat them

from memory, or clothe the natural suggestions of the heart

in extemporaneous language. No. All that he considered

essential on this subject is contained in the following pas-
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sages. "The hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor-

shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth. In

that day ye shall ask me nothing. Whatsoever ye shall ask

the Father in my name, he will give it you." So long,

therefore, as you worship the Father in spirit and truth, in

the name of his Son Jesus, so long you are true christian

worshippers, whatever times or places, modes or forms you

chose for the expression of your thoughts. Consequently

you may all obey the new command, and still adopt differ-

ent views and practices respecting religious worship.

In the second place, you may obtain much information

respecting the nature of acceptable worship from the teach-

ings and examples of your Saviour, although he has no

where alluded to those particulars concerning which be-

lievers have long and angrily disputed. He never address-

ed his prayers to God the Son, or God the Holy Ghost,

or the glorious and ever blessed Trinity. He never closed

his prayers with ascriptions to Father, Son and Spirit as

the one true God. He never recited the articles of his

creed in his devotional exercises. He never informed the

Deity of the heresy of his hearers. He never used vain

repetitions, or made long supplications to be seen t>f men.

He never mentioned aloud the names of particular individ-

uals, or denounced any class of persons for their errors.

He never foamed and roared like the heathen fanatics. He
never intruded his services on his friends, or on strangers.

No. He always prayed to his Father and our Father, his

God and our God. He always uttered such appropriate

and devotional sentiments as every good person might

adopt as his own. He was always calm and collected, be-

nevolent and devout. Here then is a perfect model for imi-

tation. Consequently you may all obey the new command,

and unite heartily in worship conformed to the example of

Jesus, and still adopt many different forms and modes of

prayer-

2*



In the third place, your christian improvement does not

depend on your adopting the same views respecting reli-

gious worship. Devotion is indeed a very important means of

moral and spiritual advancement. But the beneficial in-

fluence of the exercise does not depend upon those modes

and forms which excite controversy. This assertion is

proved true by the characters of the different individuals

who have pursued different practices in this particular.

Take any number of the best christians from each of the

various denominations, and you will find no perceptible

difference in their degrees of religious excellence. All have

doubtless been aided in their progress by prayer. But

those communings with the ever present Father which ex-

ert the most salutary influence depend not on the peculiar-

ities of the worshippers ; but on their sincerity, fervor, and

filial submission to the divine will. One may read, and an-

other may meditate, one may repeat a prescribed form,

and another may give vent to the natural emotions of a full

and overflowing soul. Consequently you may obey the

new command, and make equal progress in the divine life,

and still adopt varying views respecting christian worship.

Finally, your salvation does not depend on your adopt-

ing the same views respecting religious worship. For your

Saviour has no where mentioned any particular form of

prayer as a condition of acceptance. And can you be-

lieve that any one will ever be asked at the day of judg-

ment, whether he offered his devotions kneeling or stand-

ing, laying or sitting ; whether he read them from a book,

or repeated them from memory, or uttered them extempo-

raneously. No. You cannot believe that any conscientious

soul will ever be condemned for his honest practice on this

subject. And now, my friends, since uniformity of opinion

concerning religious worship is neither commanded nor ne-

cessary, will you make it a condition of christian union ?

No. This would be both irrational and unchristian. De-

cide for yourselves which is most scriptural and best adapted
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to your spiritual improvement. Condemn no man for do-

ing the same thing. For if you either hate, or refuse to

love, or are unwilling to unite with others on account of an

honest diffe rence of opinion on this question, do you not

break the new command, and neglect your share for the

promotion of christian union.

4. It is not necessary for the existence of christian union

that you should adopt the same views concerning certain

doctrines of religion.
t

For in the first place, your Saviour

has not commanded you to entertain the same opinions re-

specting his instructions. He has no where required a

uniformity of sentiment. On the contrary he has enjoined

the duty ofreading the scriptures upon every individual.

If then you would prove yourselves the acceptable follow-

ers of Jesus, you will receive him as the Son of the living

God, as the true and predicted Messiah, as the commis-

sioned Saviour of the world. You will welcome him as

your infallible master in matters of religion, as your inspir-

ed teacher in all that pertains to your salvation, a$ your

perfect exemplar in all the religious obligations binding on

mankind. You will receive the scriptures as a faithful re-

cord of a divine revelation. You will study them with

earnestness, honesty, perseverance and prayer. You will

make them literally the guide of your faith and the rule of

your conduct. Whatever you find plainly revealed you will

believe, whatever you find explicitly forbidden you will

avoid ; whatever you find clearly commanded you will

perform. You will find all the essentials of religion exem-

plified in the life and temper and character of its founder.

This then is all that Jesus requires of any, one to entitle

him to the christian name and character and salvation.

You may all therefore obey the new command, and still

honestly adopt different conclusions respecting many doc-

trines of religion.

In the second place, you will naturally differ concerning

the meaning of many particulars of revelation. This is

the unavoidable consequence of a free exercise of the right
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of private judgment. A few examples will satisfactorily

illustrate this position. Jesus uttered this declaration. "The

Lord our God is one Lord." Some oelievers think this one

Deity exists in three persons or distinctions. Thus is their

inference from certain other passages. While then all

unite in believing the fundamental doctrine of the divine

unity, there may prevail an honest and innocent difference

of opinion concerning the mode of his existence. Jesus

also affirmed that he was the only begotten Son of God.

He has no where informed us when he was brought into

being, whether from eternity, or before the foundation of

the earth, or about the time of his birth in human form.

While all unite in believing that he is the son of the Most

High, we may hoHestly and innocently differ concerning

the period when he received life from the Supreme Fath-

er. Jesus likewise taught that he came to save the world.

Some suppose that he saves by his example and instruc-

tions ; others think that his sufferings and death were the

cause of deliverance ; others again believe that he was a

substitute for the punishment of sinners ; and yet others

contend that he died to appease the anger and satisfy the

justice of his Father. While all unite in believing that he

will save the world, we may honestly and innocently differ

respecting the mode of executing his mission. Finally,

Jesus made this solemn annunciation. " The hour is com-

ing, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his

voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done good unto

the resurrecticn of life ; and they that have done evil unto

the resurrection of condemnation." While we unite in be-

lieving that God will render unto every one according to

his deeds, we may honestly and innocently differ concern-

ing the nature, the degree, the duration of future rewards

and punishments. I might make the same remarks on ev-

ery disputed doctrine of theology. On all points essential

to holiness and salvation there is doubtless a sufficient agree-

ment among all practical disciples. As it is utterly impos-
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sible for all to see with the same eyes, or understand with

the same minds, or feel with the same hearts, you may all

obey the new command, and still adopt different and oppos-

ing views respecting many doctrines of religion.

In the third place, your christian improvement does not

depend on your adopting the same views concerning cer-

tain doctrines of religion. I appeal to your experience

and observation in proof of this assertion. Select the most

perfect members of every denomination, and you will ^be

convinced that they have made about equal progress in the

formation of the christian character. You will also dis-

cover that they entertain every variety of doctrinal senti-

ment. Some believe in the unity and others in the trinity

of the Godhead. Some believe in the humanity, others in

the preexistence and others again in the deity of the Sa-

viour. Some believe he died to appease the divine wrath,

others to be a substitute for sinners, others for an exhibi-

tion of heaven's displeasure against wickedness, and still

others in confirmation of his revelation. Some believe we

are born totally depraved, others pure and innocent, and

others again merely destitute of holiness. Some believe

that punishment will be endless, others that it will terminate

in the reformation of all the wicked. How then will you

reconcile this similarity of religious character with the op-

position of religious belief? Very easily. Speculative

opinions exert but little influence on conduct. Those views

which produce holiness are embraced by all sincere believ-

ers ; such as the existence and perfections of God ; the di"

vine mission and spotless example of Jesus ; the free agen-

cy and consequent accountableness of man, a future life

and righteous retributions. These are felt and acted upon

by the consciencious, although they may deny in words the

truth of some of the number. And it is these and such as

these which induce the honest disciples of every name to

persevere in the formation of a christian character. Those

opinions concerning which so many disputes have arisen ex-
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ert very little influence on the heart and life ; sometimes

good perhaps, but more often pernicious. Does it make

no material difference then what notions we entertain on

the various disputed questions ? Certainly. It is of vast

consequence that we adhere very closely to the words of

our inspired teacher ; for then we shall be on safe, on chris-

tian ground. But ifwe adhere to those terms which can-

not be found in scripture, we are in more danger. Conse-

quently we may all obey the new command, and make

equal progress in holiness, and still adopt different views

concerning many doctrines of religion.

Finally, your salvation does not depend on your adopt-

ing the same views respecting the doctrines of religion.

For your Saviour has not made a belief in any enumerated

set of opinions a condition of heavenly happiness. He has

indeed declared that whosoever believeth shall be saved.

Believeth what ? That there are three persons in one God ?

that Jesus is both God and man ? that he died as a substi-

tute for sinners ? that we are born into the world totally de-

praved ? that we can perform no righteous deed until con-

verted by the special influences of the holy spirit ? that apart

only of the human family are elected to salvation ? that the

remainder are to be eternally damned ? No. Not one of

these doctrines is mentioned. We are no where required

to believe any one of this number as a condition of divine

acceptance. I wish you to notice this remarkable fact

;

for you sometimes hear some of these dogmas pronounced

essentials of the gospel, when they cannot be found in the

scriptures or expressed in scriptural language. What then

must we believe ? that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the

living God. This is the only article which he has made

fundamental respecting himself. Your belief in this truth

must influence your conduct, and make you a practical

christian. You are then saved from ignorance, error and

sin, and possess christian knowledge, truth and holiness.

And can you believe that any one will ever be asked
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whether he received this doctrine or that opinion, this view

of a fact or that view ? No such folly should be expected

from the divine judge. Just so far as your faith makes

you more holy, just so far it contributes to your salvation

;

and just so far as your belief causes you to neglect or diso-

bey the requisitions of the gospel, just so far it contributes

to your condemnation. And now, my friends, since unity

of sentiment respecting the doctrine of religion is neither

commanded nor necessary, will you make it a condition of

christian union ? Will you not pursue a more rational and

constant course ? Make the scriptures the standard of your

faith. Study them fearlessly. Decide for yourselves what

doctrines are revealed. Express your belief strongly and

defend it manfully. But do not condemn others for doing

precisely the same thing. Remember that they are entitled

to equal rights. Do unto others as you would have others

do unto you. And if you either hate, or refuse to love, or

are unwilling to unite with any practical believers on ac-

count of their differing views respecting the doctrines of

religion, do you not disobey the new command, and refuse

your share for the promotion of christian union ?

5. It is not necessary for the existence of christian union

that you should adopt the same views respecting many du-

ties of religion. For in the first place, the conduct ofyour

Saviour on a particular occasion fully proves the truth of

this position. You recollect his remarkable prayer, in

which he petitioned that all his disciples might be united,

might be one, in the same manner as he and his Father

were united, were one. Notwithstanding this most pecu-

liar and intimate union, they entertained different views and

exercised different wills in relation to a most important duty.

I will explain. Jesus knew that the hour of his crucifix-

ion was approaching. He knew it was a part of the divine

plan that he should thus expire. Still he prayed most fer_

vently and sincerely to be released from this obligation. He

earnestly implored that the bitter cup might pass from him
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vrntasted. After presenting this request with all possible

distinctness and reverence, he uttered these memorable

words. " Nevertheless not my will but thine be done."

Mark the expression. Not my will. Whose will was this ?

The will of Jesus. And what was his will ? He de-

sired deliverance from crucifixion. He did not wish

to suffer this cruel and ignominious death. He asked

to be saved from the agony and reproach of the cross.

Now notice the other part of the sentence. But thy will

be done. Whose will was this ? The will of his heavenly

Father. And what was his will ? That his well beloved

son should be crucified. He knew that the performance

of this painful duty was essential in the great work of hu-

man redemption. The supplicating Saviour cheerfully sub-

mitted to the will of the all knowing Jehovah, and thus

furnished the most beautiful example of filial resignation

over exhibited to mortals. In this transaction you plainly

perceive, that although Jesus and his Father were united

in affection, were one in a most peculiar sense, yet they

had two distinct, different and even opposing wills in rela-

tion to the performance of a most important duty. Now
we may learn a most valuable lesson from this precious re-

cord. We should even imitate Jesus in obeying all the

known will of our Father. But we are all equals, and

must never be in subjection to one another contrary to our

convictions of right. Wherfe there is no difference of be-

lief respecting the duty itself, there maybe various opinions

as to the manner of its performance. And there may also

be many things which are no where explicitly commanded

by our divine master, but which some christians may con-

sider important and obligatory, while others of equal hon-

esty and advantages have arrived at opposite conclusions

respeciing their value and necessity. You know this is

the fact in relation to many subjects of great interest at the

present moment, such for instance as the abolition of slav-

ery, christian missions, circulation of the scriptures, observ-
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dent spirits, protracted meetings and the like. In such ca-

ses the examples here adduced instruct us all most em-

phatically to love one another, although we adopt different

views respecting many duties of religion. And you are dis-

tinctly taught, that you may all obey the new command,

may be one as Jesus and his father were one, and still have

different and opposite wills in relation to various measures

for the improvement of yourselves or others.

In the second place, your christian improvement does

not depend upon your adopting the same views respecting

many duties of religion. This assertion is established by

positive evidence. Look at the christian character of many,

of the Friends. They believe that baptizm and the Lord's

Supper were designed only for the apostles and their im-

mediate converts. They accordingly neglect these ordi-

nances which other disciples believe obligatory and benefi-

cial. But they doubtless improve other means of religious

advancement so faithfully, that they succeed in manifesting

as much goodness as those who condemn them for obey-

ing their honest convictions. They also omit singing and

social worship, because our Saviour has not plainly enjoin-

ed their performance. But they engage so often and so

fervently in secret devotion, that they doubtless obtain the

peculiar benefit of public worship. Now if you compare

their temper and conduct with other worthy disciples, you

will discover no moral or religious inferiority in the former.

Hence you must conclude, that if all other circumstances

are equally favorable to progress in holiness, they make as

much advancement in the christian life as those who are

more scrupulous in the observance of these prescribed

means. A thousand cases of equal pertinency might be

mentioned did my limits permit. Look through the chris-

tian world. You will learn that great differences of opin-

ion exist in relation to what many consider important du-

ties of religion. And you will also discover that many of
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the individuals who take opposite sides of the several dis-

puted questions make about equal religious progress.

Consequently you may all obey the new command, and

form characters equally christian, and still adopt different

views and practices respecting many duties of religion.

In the third place, your salvation does not depend on

your adopting the same views on many duties of religion*

For no such agreement is once mentioned by your Saviour

as a condition of divine acceptance. You cannot suppose

a man will be condemned for not doing what he did not

honestly consider to be his duty. Neither can you believe

that any one will be sentenced to hell for performing his

duty in the manner which he sincerely judged to be most

acceptable. But this position may be made more clear by

a few examples. You admit that Sunday Schools are

beneficial when properly conducted, and that all christians

should give them their encouragement. It is scarcely twenty

years since the two first in New England were opened in

two unitarian societies in this state. You admit that tem-

perance is a christian virtue, and that all believers should

labor for its universal prevalence. It is scarcely twenty years

since the first society for the promotion of this object in

America was organized in this commonwealth mostl by

unitarian members. You admit that war is unchristian,

and that all the followers of Jesus should labor to establish

permanent and universal peace. It is scarcely twenty

years since a distinguished unitarian minister first awakened

the puplic attention to this subject ; and by his judicious

and unwearied exertions, he has richly merited the honora-

ble name, " The Friend of Peace"- You admit that the

gospel should be preached to the poor in cities, and that all

christians should unite in an object so plainly enforced by

the example of their master. It is scarcely more th?.n five

years since a celebrated unitarian divine first devoted his

whole time and strength to this service in our metropolis ;

his example and statements have already roused others in
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Europe and America to engage in the same employment

;

and he is now extensively known by the proud appellation,

" The Poor Man's Friend.'''' You admit that christian in-

struction should be provided for seamen, and that all who

have the means should aid this benevolent institution. It is

scarcely more than twenty years since the plan for this

praiseworthy object was suggested and discussed in the

study of a lamented unitarian theologian and eloquent

preacher in the capital of this state. And now, my friends,

must all our brethren of other denominations be excluded

from heaven for neglecting these most important means of

improvement and happiness until the example was furnish-

ed by unitarians ? The idea is absurd. A thousand other

cases of a similar character will occur to your minds in il-

lustration of this question. You may all therefore obey

the new command, and secure your salvation, although you

should adopt different views ana practices respecting many

duties of religion.

Finally, it is utterly impossible that you should all adopt

the same views respecting every duty of religion. For

your Saviour has not given particular directions for every

case that may arise. He has furnished certain general

principles and these you are individually to reduce to prac-

tice. You must therefore decide for yourselves what is

duty in any given instance, and in what manner it may be

best performed. This being the undisputed fact, with our

different educations, prejudices and interests, it is not pos-

sible for us to arrive at the same conclusions on every ques-

tion. Take a few examples. We all wish to have the

christian scriptures in the hands of every individual who

can read. But I may be unwilling to aid in the circulation

of the received version, because scholars of all parties ac-

knowledge that a more j)erfect translation might be easily

prepared. You may object to any gratuitous distribution,

because all who would make a proper use of the volume

might readily purchase one. Our neighbor may be de
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sirous of giving a copy to every person in the land who is

destitute. Now we may be perfectly honest and sincere

in our different views ; and there will be nothing immoral in

either case, unless we proceed to condemn each other for

his honest convictions. We all pray for the conversion of

the heathen. I may be unwilling to patronise any of the

existing missions, because they do not preach the gospel in

its simplicity and purity, in the very words of its author.

You may object to sending any religious teachers among

idolaters, believing that civilization, the arts and education

must precede the introduction of Christianity. Our neigh-

bor may insist on having the articles of his human creed

which cannot be expressed in scriptural language presented

continually to the ignorant minds of the hearers. Now we

may innocently indulge these different views, so long as

we do not denounce each other for exercising the same

right. Hundreds of similar cases will readily occur to

your thoughts which must convince you that it is utterly

impossible for all to entertain the same views on many du-

ties of religion. And this difference of opinion will continue

to exist so long as we remain in this state of imperfection.

The principal evil consists in our being unwilling to believe

that others are as honest and sincere and intelligent as our-

selves. And now, my friends, since a unity of sentiment

respecting certain duties of religion is neither commanded

nor necessary nor possible, will you make it a condition of

christian union? Will you not act like rational and consist-

ent christians? We are all brethren. No one has a right

to usurp superiority. No one is appointed master or judge.

We must all answer for ourselves to the Supreme Ruler.

On those duties then concerning which our Saviour has

not given explicit directions, and many such there are,

each one must decide for himself the course to be pursued,

If you are faithful and honest in your decision, you have

nothing to fear, whatever views and practices you reject or

adopt in relation to the nonessentials of the gospel. But if



29

you condemn any one for exercising the same right, do

you not break a plain command of your common master

Do you conduct towards others as you would have others

conduct towards you? And if you either hate, or refuse to

love, or are unwilling to unite with practical disciples, on

account of their honest dissent from your views on these

obscure points, do you not disobey the new command, and

refuse your share for the promotion of christian union ?

6. It is not necessary for the existence of christian union,

that you should believe other disciples have received all

important truth, or are free from all pernicious error. For

in the first place, the conduct of your Saviour on a partic-

ular occasion fully proves the correctness of my assertion.

He directs us to love one another as he loved his apostles.

At the very moment this command was given, he knew

they had embraced many false notions respecting himself

and his religion. He knew that they had not received the

essential principles of the gospel. Yes, they actually be-

lieved that he was to be a temporal prince. They realb

expected that he would conquer their enemies. They sip-

posed he would establish their independence. They trust-

ed he would uphold the faith of their fathers. Na only

so. They had no belief in his resurrection from the dead.

They had no just conceptions' of the spirituality of his reli-

gion. They did not realise that he would introduce a new

dispensation. They never dreamed that ite gospel was to

be preached to the gentiles. They entertained many other

erroneous opinions as you will learn iy a careful perusal

of the gospel history. Jesus not oily knew all this, but he

aso k new that their misbelief and unbelief would influence

them to base deeds. He knevv that one would betray him

to death; that another vou\d deny him with cursing and

swearing ; and that all would desert him in the hour of tri-

1 and danger. Yet with all this knowledge he loved them.

He invited them to the table of communion. He presented

to them the consecrated elements. With his own hands
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he gave the sop to the betrayer. These twelve constituted

the first christian church. And in my mind there is not

the shadow of a doubt, that at the very time they partook

of the sacrement with their divine master, they were as

corrupt in doctrine, as destitute of faith in the fundamentals

of Christianity, as much in error respecting Christ and his

religion, as any denomination of believers in our country.

And if with all this knowledge of their defects and imper-

fections, he could love them, commune with them, and

command us to love one another as he loved them, surely

we may not pretend to be wiser or better or more particu-

lar than our divine exemplar, teacher and master. All prac-

tical disciples may obey the new command, and still be-

lieve that others have embraced pernicious error, and have

not received all important truth.

In the second place, you cannot help believing those

who differ essentially from your religious opinions have

embraced pernicious error and have not received all im-

portant truth. Let me illustrate this position. I believe in

th<3 strict unity of God. I consider this a fundamental prin-

ciplt in all natural and revealed religion. I must then ne-

cessarily believe that those who reject this doctrine have

not embraced all important truth. I might make the same

remarks respecting every sentiment which in my estima-

tion appears essential to the gospel and which is discarded

Dy other believen. Not only so. I regard the calvinistic

doctrines of election and reprobation, total depravity and

moral inability, infant damnation and an endless hell as

very great errors. I fe<4 confident that if I received them

for revealed truths and peimitied my belief in them to ex-

ert its natural influence on my heart and life, it wouM pro-

duce a baneful influence on my character and happiness.

I must then necessarily believe that those who consider

these dogmas to be essential principles of the gospel have

embraced pernicious error. And on the other hand those

who differ from my opinion must of course adopt similiar
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statements respecting themselves. Those who hold to the

trinity and view it as a doctrine of revelation, must necessa-

rily believe that I have not received all important truth.

The same remarks may be made concerning every senti-

ment which they deem essential and which I regard as er-

roneous. Those who reject the inferiority of the son to his

Father must necessarily conclude that I have embraced

hurtful error. It cannot be otherwise. What then must

be done? Shall we refuse to love those whom we think

unsound or deficient in faith ? If we practice on this prin-

ciple there will never be union among sincere believers,

for a perfect agreement in the leading doctrines of religion

never has existed and never will exist among mortals.

What course then must we individually pursue ? We must

follow the example of our unerring master. We must

do unto each other as he did towards his disciples. Then

we are sure of being on safe ground. We are in no dan-

ger of exercising too much love for our brethren. We
cannot manifest too much christian charity. But if we

act contrary to the example or instruction of our master we

shall assuredly be in the wrong; we shall be in great dan-

ger of punishment. You may all therefore obey the new

command, although you cannot help believing that those

who differ from you have embraced pernicious error and

have not received all important truth.

In the third place, the christian improvement of those

whom you suppose have embraced error and rejected

truth is not prevented by their misbelief and unbelief. The

truth of this assertion cannot be disproved ; for it rests on

the foundation of undisputed facts. Your Saviour has

given you a rule by which to determine the moral standing

of your neighbors. By their fruits ye shall know them. If

then you will be guided by this scriptural test, and exercise

as much candour in investigating the characters of those

who dissent from your opinions as you wish exercised to-

wards yourselves, you will obtain satisfactory evidence of

their equal progress in holiness. Have not multitudes of
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the catholics manifested love to God and man in no ordin-

ary degree ? Have not thousands of the friends given a

very perfect exhibition of the christian temper and charac-

ter ? Have not many of the methodists recommended the

religion of Jesus both in their life and death ? May not the

same remarks be truly made concerning a portion of every

denomination of believers ? And how will you account for

this fact ? You must conclude that what appears to your

mind important truth, is not really important to the moral

advancement of others. You must also admit that what

you regard pernicious error, exerts no injurious influence

on other's character. You will therefore judge opinions

by one standard, their conformity to the clear decisions of

reason and revelation, in order to determine their correct-

ness. You must determine their actual influence by the

lives of those who embrace them, and not by what you

think would be their natural tendency on yourselves. And

if you will be governed by scriptural evidence. I think you

must acknowledge that others of a different faith have made

as great moral attainments as yourselves. You may all

therefore obey the new command, and secure equal pro-

gress in holiness, and still believe others are unsound or de-

ficient in faith.

Finally, the salvation of those whom you think have em-

braced pernicious error and rejected important truth is not

prevented by their misbelief or unbelief. For your Saviour

has no where mentioned the degree of error necessary to

condemn a person, or the degree of truth essential to a

person's safety. Whoever becomes an enlightened and

virtuous and pious believer, is already saved from his igno-

norance, error and sins. Of course he has experienced

christian salvation, and if he continues in the practice of

virtue, he is in no danger of future suffering. For we are

assured that all who fear God and work righteousness are

accepted, whatever be their color or country or creed. Now

apply this principle to some of the distinguished names in
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the various denominations. Can you believe that Fenelon T

and Zuingle, and Arminius, and Socinus, and Penn, and

Wesley, and Hall, and Buckminster, and Dwight, and

Winchester, and Sherlock are now suffering for their vari-

ous errors ? The idea is not to be tolerated. Nay, I should

go one step further. I would adopt the language of the

most worthy of the reformers. " I am persuaded" said

Zuingle, " that in the heavenly assemblage of all the crea-

tures admitted to contemplate the glory of the Most High,

we shall see not only the holy men of the old and new

covenant, but also Socrates, Aristides, Camillus and Cato

;

in a word I am persuaded that all good men who have ful-

filled the laws engraved on their consciences, whatever

were the age or country in which they lived, will enter into

eternal felicity." Goodness is confined to no creed. All

who live soberly, righteously and godly will be qualified at

death for heavenly happiness, and many such may be

found in every denomination. And if God and Christ love

them, notwithstanding their ignorance and errors and defi-

ciencies, we need have no fear of imitating the divine ex-

ample. And now, my friends, since it is neither required

nor necessary nor possible for you to believe that those who

differ from your opinions have embraced all important truth

or are free from all pernicious error, will you suffer this

unavoidable belief to prevent your christian union? Will

you not act like rational and consistent disciples ? But if

you condemn any one for exercising the same rights which

you claim for yourselves, do you not break a plain com-

mand of your common master ? Do you conduct towards

others as you would have others conduct towards you ?

And if you hate or refuse to love, or are unwilling to unite

with other practical christians on account of what you con-

sider their misbelief or unbelief do you not disobey the new

command, and neglect your share for the promotion of

of christian union ?
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The first division of my discourse is finished. Other

particulars might be mentioned did my limits permit. These

six however are the most important ; for agreement on these

points has generally been considered necessary to christian

union. And what have been the consequences of such a

belief? Division, contention, hatred, persecution, and mur-

der. Yes ; and these evils will continue to abound until

sincere christians conform more heartily to the example and

instructions of their professed master. I put the question

then to your consciences. Will you follow your selfish

feelings, and party inclinations, and exclusive dispositions,

and prejudiced wills and erroneous conceptions, and thus

ruin the prosperity of the church and destroy the influence

of the gospel ; or will you nobly dare to obey the new

command, and thus promote peace on earth and good will

among men ?

II. What is necessary for the existence of christian

union ? Many things which have not generally been consid-

ered essential. Some of the most important particulars I

will now mention.

I. Tt is ner.essary for the existence of the desired union,

that you should renounce all sectarian names, and remain

contented with the simple appellation of christian. For in

the first place, these party titles are productive of no good

results whatever. They are assumed by individuals and

denominations to designate their peculiar religious senti-

ments. But do they accomplish this object ? By no means.

In proof of this assertion I will give a few illustrations.

Some of our brethren are called calvinists. This name

naturally implies that they embrace those opinions which

distinguished John Calvin from his cotemporaries. Now
this is not the fact in relation to any considerable number.

State those particulars in which Calvin differed from the

catholics and the other reformers, and you will find but very

few who acknowledge them as principles of the gospel.

The great majority of those who are called after his name
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would feel slandered in having such absurd and cruel no-

tions considered as parts and peculiar parts of their religious

creed. The same remarks will apply to most of the indi-

viduals who are called after human leaders. Nor does the

case differ altogether when the name is derived from some

one article of belief. Some among us are called trinitari-

ans. This name denotes their faith in the doctrine of the

trinity, a word which Calvin pronounces " barbarous, in-

sipid, profane ; a human invention, grounded on no testimo-

ny of God's word ; the popish God, unknown to Jesus

Christ and the apostles." The name belongs of course to

some catholics and protestants, some episcopalians and

methodists, some universalists and calvinists. And if you

ask for an explanation of the doctrine, you find no two in-

dividuals who attach the same ideas to the word. Those

names which denote the various forms of ecclesiastical gov-

ernment convey more definite notions ; but they are of no

special service, since most of the forms are unscriptual, and

interfere with the liberty and independence of the individu-

al. If then sectarian names do not answer the purpose for

which they are used, they can be productive of no good

whatever. And will you not all unite in removing this ob-

stacle to christian union.

In the second place, sectarian names are productive of

various evils. I can point you to families of children who

shudder at the very name of catholic. And why Do

they know any thing of tlis denomination? of their past

history or present character or peculiar sentiments ? Not at

all. They have heard their parents speak of this class of

believers with contempt, derision, fear and perhaps hatred.

With this name they have associated every thing erroneous

in sentiment, every thing pernicious in practice. And in

future years these early impressions will unfit them for the

exercise of justice or candor. I could make the same re-

marks respecting several other names which children are

educated by example to consider as descriptive of any
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characters rather than of worthy disciples of Jesus. I can

also point you to neighbors who have little or no friendly

intercourse. They are cold, shy, distant, reserved. They

speak unfavorably of each other, and thus cherish feelings

of opposition and perhaps persecution. And why is this ?

Because they are called by different sectarian names and

they believe there exists great difference in their religious

sentiments. Let a stranger visit both parties, and enter into

familiar conversation on the peculiarities of their belief, he

would discover that there was little or no disagreement in

their ideas on religious subjects. Nothing but the different

party titles occasioned their ill will and want of affection.

Not only so. Whole bodies of christians are c ondemned

on account of some unpopular name. Leaders endeavor

to effect this object, by exciting prejudice and fear. Not

long since some of our more exclusive brethren endeavor-

ed to injure the influence of unitarians by nicknaming them

socinians ; but now some members of the same party are

quoting the very words of Socinus and his followers to

prove that unitarians are not christians ! In the same way

they have attempted to awaken odium against us by affirm-

ing that we are all restorationists ; when at the same time

they were praising the orthodox christians of Germany as

among the most pious and learned, who are well known to

have embraced the doctrine of final restoration with scarce-

ly an exception. Did my limits permit I might enumerate

many other evils which are occasioned by sectarian names.

Will not all sincere disciples unite in banishing whatever is

productive of so much mischief.

In the third place, christian is the only appropriate name

for the learners of Christ. And by a learner or disciple I

mean one who believes that Jesus is the son of God, com-

missioned by the universal Father to be the Saviour of the

world and qualified to execute the high offices of his divine

mission. I mean one who receives Jesus as his only infallible

master in matters of religion ; who makes his gospel the
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only standard of christian faith and practice ; who sacrifi-

ces all prepossessions and prejudices and errors on this sa-

cred altar, and who is ready to embrace whatever truth is

revealed to his understanding. I mean one who conscien-

ciously endeavours to avoid whatever is forbidden, and ob-

serve whatever is commanded, and who imitates the ex-

ample and imbibes the spirit of his chosen master. You

readily perceive that a person of this description learns of

Christ, and suffers no other to come in competition with his

just claims. Should he not be called by the name of his

teacher ; by the name of him whom he endeavours to fol-

low in all things ? Can he receive a more appropriate ap-

pellation ? Now if any believer in Christianity is conscious

that this is not his character, he may not desire to be call-

ed christian. He may wish to be named after the reformer

whose writings constitute his standard of truth and duty.

John Wesley for example left directions for his followers,

what to believe and what to practice. If then any indi-

vidual should take his Discipline as the guide of his chris-

tian course ; if he should feel afraid to dissent from his

opinions or his interpretations of scripture or his directions,

he ought to be named after his human and fallible master
;

for he is not such a learner of Christ as I have described
;

he feels more anxious to conform to the rules of his

church than to the instructions of the sacred writers. So

if any one makes the articles and formularies which have

been manufactured in former ages his standard of divine

truth ; if he makes the teachings of Jesus and his apostles

bend to these human expositions of revelation, he is not

a disciple of Christ in the highest and most creditable

sense. He is a follower of other men's conclusions, and

may very properly be called after the men or party whom

he selects for his teachers. Are there such individuals in

our community ? Can they serve two masters ? Do they

prefer to be named after some prejudiced mortal ? Who
that has the spirit of a man would not infinitely prefer to

4



38

learn of Christ and to be christened into his worthy and hon-

ored name ? Let all believers ponder these questions. Let

them all feel anxious to prove themselves the followers of

a heaven sent Teacher.

Finally, christian is the only name authorized in the gos-

pel. Jesus gave no distinctive title to his followers. After

his ascention others called them by the name of their cru-

cified master. Although not given by divine authority it

was sanctioned by the usage of inspired apostles. Soon

however some of the early believers began to assume the

names of the various preachers by whose instrumentality

they had been converted. One said he was of Paul ; an-

other took the name of Apollos, and a third called himself

after Cephas. Paul noticed this disposition to renounce the

name of their divine master, and assume that of some hu-

man teachers- He severely censured this selfish, party,

worldly spirit. He pronounced them carnal, and you know

the carnal mind is enmity against heaven. And if they

were deserving this severe reproof for receiving the names

of such worthies, how much more censurable must those

be who deliberately name themselves after such imperfect

mortals as many of the reformers ? And does not this cen-

sure fully prove that the apostles utterly disproved of such

proceedings and considered christian the only authorized

name for disciple of Christ. And now, my friends, since

sectarian names are productive of no good and much evil,

since christian is the only proper and authorized name for

true disciples of Christ, will you not renounce the former

and remain contented with the latter ? Perhaps however

you fear the consequences of such a course. Perhaps

you think it will be impossible to determine who are deserv-

ing the christian name unless the present sectarian appella-

tions are continued. Let me assure you there will be no

difficulty so long as you follow scriptural directions. C al

every man a christian who professes to believe in the di-

vine mission of Jesus. Use the name to denote mental as-
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sent to the evidences of Christianity, and not practical con-

formity to its requisitions. Use other epithets to make all

necessary distinctions. Those who believe in Christ ex-

hibit every possible variety of moral and religious charac-

ter. There are the nominal and the practical christians ;

he rational and the irrational christians ; the liberal and

rigid christians ; the candid and bigoted christians ; the

charitable and exclusive christians ; the very good and the

very bad christians. In this way you may avoid all diffi-

culty, and make clear and appropriate distinctions. If then

you will renounce all sectarian names, and feel contented

with the simple appellation of christian, you will obey the

new command, and do your share for the promotion of

christian union.

2. It is necessary for the existence of christian union,

that you should renounce all human creeds, and remain

satisfied with the scriptures as the only standard of chris-

tian faith and practice. For in the first place, human creeds

are productive of no good results whatever. They are

used to preserve peace and unity of sentiment in particu-

lar branches of the christian church. But they effect nei-

ther object. To say nothing of former days, look at the

present condition of those parties which adhere to these

human contrivances. The Presbyterian church subscribe

to the Westminster Confession of faith. They are now great-

ly divided in opinion concerning the meaning of many arti-

cles of this formula. In this country a majority have wide-

ly departed from the obvious and intended import of the

terms used by the framers of that instrument. This differ-

ence of opinion has caused a most bitter war of words which

is now raging with undiminished violence ; and which has

already called into active operation many of the basest pas-

sions of the human heart. The calvinistic congregational-

ists of New-England assent to human standards. But unity

of faith is not preserved. Great differences of opinion have

arisen. Warm controversies are now going on between
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leading individuals. One theological school is arrayed

against another. Accusations are made on both sides which

ill become those who profess to be of the number of the

elect. All genuine christian affection is destroyed. The

sect of the methodists is in but a little better condition.

The founder of the order prepared a Discipline to which

all his followers were to adhere. But this human docu-

ment has not prevented them from open division through-

out the whole country, and language not the most mild and

soothing is frequently used by the different parties respecting

each other. And do the thirty nine articles of the Episco-

pal church keep all her members united in sentiment or af-

fection ? By no means. It is well known that many within

her enclosure are unitarians, many are arminians, many are

calvinists. And the late angry contentions in Boston and

elsewhere among her highest officers prove that any thing

but peace exists among the preachers and bishops. Do the

writings of Swedenborg preserve peace and unity among

his followers? A little acquaintance with their real views and

internal contentions will convince you that a great diversity

of opinion prevails among the members of this church, and

that some alienation of feeling has existed in some of their

bosoms respecting each other. The same remarks are ap-

plicable to every particular branch of the christian family in

which human creeds and formularies are used. When
will men learn that no two individuals can ever think pre-

cisely alike on abstract questions ? When will they be will-

ing to allow others the same rights which they claim for

themselves ? Since creeds are of no utility whatever will you

not renounce them altogether, and thus remove another ob-

stacle to christian union.

In the second place, human creeds are productive of

numberless evils. Look back to the origin of all the seri-

ous and injurious divisions in the christian church. So long

as the scriptures were the standard of truth, and every in-

dividual enjoyed the liberty of interpreting them himself,
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there was comparative peace and affection among believ-

ers. At length some persons supposed they knew more

than their neighbors, and determined to make them assent

to their conclusions. They committed their opinions to

writing, and voted that these expositions contained the true

meaning of revelation. They branded with disgraceful

names those who would not bow the knee to their idols,

and persecuted them in many different ways. Read the

history of the church, and you will be convinced that hu-

man creeds have been the occasion of more envy and ha-

tred and contention and bloodshed than all other causes

combined. At the present period they injure the cause of

pure religion beyond description. Yes ; they prevent many

believers from an honest examination of the scriptures.

They induce many more to act a hypocritical part, and pro-

fess to believe many opinions which they do not receive as

true. They exclude from the communion table multitudes

of sincere and pious disciples. They divert the attention

from what is plain and useful to what is unintelligible and

of no practical value . They cause conscientious enquirers

after truth to be punished for doing what Christ command-

ed. They occasion disputes and divisions in every church

and denomination. They alienate the affections of influen-

tial individuals. They destroy all equality among christians.

They take away the exercise of the right of free enquiry

and private judgment. They strike a blow at the root of

protestantism. They prevent any decent progress in the

discovery and open profession of the truth. They chain

down many minds to opinions which the age has outgr wn

They give rise to uncharitableness, bigotry and exclusion.

They serve to perpetuate ill will and hatred among the pro-

fessed followers of Jesus. Did my limits permit I should

illustrate and prove each of these assertions by many in-

teresting and melancholy facts. I have room only to ob-

serve that human creeds present an effectual bar to chris-

tian union. So long as they are permitted to retain their
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present influence there can be no real peace and harmony*

among christians. The new command cannot be fully and

heartily obeyed. Will you not then use your utmost exer-

tions in banishing from the church these idols to which be-

lievers have so devoutly sacrificed, and which have essen-

tially interfered with the homage due to the message of

Jehovah ?

In the third place, whoever uses a human creed as his

standard of divine truth virtually renounces his allegiance

to Jesus and his gospel. Let me illustrate this assertion by

an appropriate example. As American citizens your alle-

giance is due to the President of the United States and to

the Constitution. Now suppose a few individuals should

conclude that they understood this document better than

their neighbors, and proceed to manufacture a political

creed. Suppose it should not contain one article in the lan-

guage of the Constitution, but many doctrines which can-

did men could not discover in this instrument. Suppose

these political creed makers should then declare that no

man could be a true republican, or admitted to any of

the offices or privileges of the government, until he subscrib-

ed their formulary of political faith. Would not those who

made and those who signed the confession virtually re-

nounce their allegiance to the President and the Constitu-

tion ? And would you not consider the imposition of such a

creed an act of usurpation and high handed tyranny to

which no one deserving the name of man would honorably

submit ? Now the case in relation to religious confessions is

infinitely worse. Jesus was commissioned by the Universal

Father to be the only infallible teacher and master of chris-

tians. The records of his religion are designed to be the

unerring standard of truth for all his disciples. All are

equally answerable to the divine judge for their respective

religious opinions and observances. Now look at the pro-

cess of creed making and creed signing. A few fallible,

selfsufficient m > als commit to writing their interpretation
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of the sacred records. They assure their neighbors that

unless they will assent to their understanding of the teach-

ings of their common master, they cannot be called by his

name, or admitted to any of the privileges of h's church

but must be condemned as heretics, persecuted while on

earth and sentenced to hell at death. This is the whole

process in plain language. Now is not this usurping author-

ity which belongs only to Jesus ? Has he given them any

dominion over the faith of their equals ? Has he given them

liberty to make their expositions of scripture the standard

of divine truth for others ? Surely not. And what is the

inference to be drawn from such conduct ? Why, that the

sacred writers did not know what was essential to salvation ;

and that their fellow learners could not ascertain their true

meaning without their assistance. Is not such behaviour in

direct disobedience to the spirit, intention and even com-

mands of the common master ? And what is implied in the

act of those who assent to these human formularies ? Whyr

that their neighbors know what is assential better than Je-

sus, and that they have no great confidence either in him

or in their own judgment. In both cases is there not a virtu-

al renunciation of their allegiance to Christ and the gospel?

Can any independent mind uphold this unchristian practice?

Shall we not strive to bring back believers to their only

rightful master, and their only safe and sufficient guide of

faith and practice ?

Finally. Our Saviour and his apostles acknowledge no

safe and sufficient guide of christian faith but the scriptures.

Had a human creed been necessary, would they not have

foreseen the want and provided the remedy? But they

have made no such provision. They have not even given

liberty to any one to execute such a work. On the con-

trary they have required an adherance to their own words

as evidence of their discipleship. Hear the declaration of

the infallible Saviour. "If ye continue in my word then are

ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth and
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the truth shall make you free." If you make a human creed

the standard of truth, and the condition of admission to

christian privileges, do you continue in the words of

Christ? And if you forsake the divine instructions of your

master, and adhere to the interpretations of fallible mor-

tals, does he not plainly imply that you shall not know the

truth, and that error shall bring you into slavery ? Listen

also to the exhortation of an inspired apostle. " Hold fast

the form of sound wordswhich thou hast heard of me." Do
you hold fast the form of sound words which the apostle

advanced, when you assent to human formularies which

cannot be expressed in scriptural language ? It is unneces-

sary to multiply words. If you are true protestants you

must admit that the scriptures are a safe and sufficient

guide. I think you must also be convinced that no man

can really make the bible his standard of truth who sub-

scribes to a human creed. You must likewise perceive

that so long as any man or any body of men are allowed to

make their opinions the test of faith, and deprive all who

will not bow the knee to their idols of their christian rights,

there can never be peace on earth and union among sin-

cere believers. If then you would show your allegiance to

Jesus and his gospel, I beseech you to renounce all human

standards and confessions, to destroy these occasions of in-

finite evils from the face of the globe, to proclaim the day

of liberty to all enslaved souls, and thus hasten universal

obedience to the new command.

3. It is necessary for the existence of christian union

that every individual should enjoy perfect religious liberty.

I will explain my meaning. The bible should be placed

in the hands of all who can read. Every individual should

study its pages with all possible honesty and perseverance.

All that is essential to morality and piety and salvation he

would readily discover and easily understand ; for all this

is revealed so plainly that no sincere enquirer can possibly

mistake. On those parts of the sacred writings which are
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obscure he must exercise his judgment and use such helps

as he can conveniently obtain. After he has determined

in his own mind what is truth, he is not to be molested in

any way whatever for his honest convictions. His stand-

ing as a christian must depend on his moral character, and

not upon his peculiar views of the gospel. Should he stand

alone in his opinions respecting many parts of revelation,

he is not to be reproached in the least for what others deem

incorrect. He is not to be deprived of a single christian

privilege or of the affection of any true disciple. He is

entitled to the same respect for his belief that others who

differ from him are for theirs. For he has faithfully per-

formed the first duty which he owes to his only rightful

master. He has searched the scriptures as directed.

He has judged for himself what is right, what is truth and

what is error. He has bowed the knee to no human

leader. He has hadthe honesty and independence to

declare his understanding of the gospel. He has fol-

lowed the teachings of inspirationto the best of his abili-

ties. He is answerable for his religious creed to no hu-

man tribunal. If others think he has rejected truth or

embraced error their course is plain. They may state to

him their impressions. They may point out whatever they

consider incorrect. They may give the reasons on which

their opinions are grounded. They may explain their own

views of Christianity and present the evidence by which they

are supposed to be established. When they have done

this, they have done all that scripture allows, all that reason

approves, all that they would wish done to themselves in

exchange of circumstances. And whoever does more than

this, be he minister or deacon ; be they councils or church-

es, he and they violate a fundamental command of the Sa-

viour. They must answer for their guilty usurpation at his

judgment seat. All are on a level. No one receives any

supernatural illumination. All should learn of Christ, and

of each other so far as practicable. All this must become
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universal in practice before perfect religious liberty can be

enjoyed.

In the second place, perfect religious liberty is no where

enjoyed at present. It exists even in our own land of

boasted freedom only in a limited degree. The bible is

indeed put into the hands of those who can read. All are

exhorted to study its pages with fidelity. They are direct-

ed to make it the standard of their faith and practice. But

after a person has faithfully complied with these directions,

can he enjoy christian privileges and cordial friendship ?

No. Before he can be admitted to communion in many

churches, he must pass an examination concerning his belief

and experiences in the presence of self constituted cen-

sors. If he satisfies their demands, he is gravely voted into

the church ; but if he falls short of their standard, he is

excluded from the table of his own master. But suppose

it should be voted that he may obey the command of Je-

sus, he must even then profess to believe that the bible

teaches the sentiments contained in a human confession.

Should he refuse to make such a profession, he is dismiss-

ed with the reputation of being unconverted. Should he

pass this unauthorized ordeal, and afterwards discover er-

rors in the human creed, he must be censured, condemned,

excommunicated and forsaken. How are theological pro-

fessors bound down to human standards by solemn oath?

How many are there who dare not read the publications*

hear the preachers, or associate with the persons of differ-

ent denominations ? And even among those who reject

these formularies and confessions, is there not remaining

some of the old leaven of popery ? Should a brother con-

scientiously believe that the use of bread and wine in the

communion is unnecessary and injurious, would he be call-

ed upon in a manly way to lay his peculiar views before

the public, and to listen to a friendly review of his opinions?

Would he not be treated by many with reserve and cold-

ness ; and would not others make such remarks and mani-
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fest such feeling as would excite opposition or pity ? And

should a brother feel bound by christian principle to ex-

tend the right hand of fellowship to worthy disciples of oth-

er views and other sectarian names, would not some fear

that he was going too far, injuring the cause, committing

the party and the like ? Now why is all this ? Why are

christians so divided into parties ? Because religious liberty

does not exist. Many are not willing that others should ex-

ercise the same rights which they claim for themselves.

They exercise their power, and censure, denounce and

persecute others for doing precisely what they have done

themselves. Look at the multitude of facts which exist on

this topic, and then tell me if you think we enjoy any thing

deserving the name of religious liberty ?

Finally, we should grant perfect religious liberty to all

others, because this is the first duty we wish others to per-

form towards us. You receive Jesus as your only master

in matters of religion. You acknowledge no other guide

and Saviour. You wish to make the gospel your standard

of divine truth. You wish to make use of the knowledge

of all other denominations. All this you feel bound to do,

since you must answer for your sentiments at the divine

tribunal. Your reason and understanding were given you

for this very purpose. Now do you wish to be debarred

this privilege, denied this inalienable right ? Do you wish

to have others take this work out of your hands ? No.

And after you have thus obeyed jouv master and your

conscience, should you wish to be called fool or fanatic, infi-

del or heretic, for your honest decissions ? Should you wish

to be deprived of a single right or privilege on account

of your consciencious adherence to your Saviour's precepts

and instructions ? Should you wish to be treated with cold-

ness and suspicion ? No. Is not your religious liberty then

your dearest, your most sacred right ? And is not the first

duty you owe to all others to support them in the exercise

of this right ? Most assuredly. And consequently the mo-
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merit you harbor any unkind feelings towards other chris-

tians merely on account of their opinions j the moment you

call them any injurious names on account of their honest

convictions ; the moment you exclude any from your fel-

lowship or communion because they have interpreted the

scriptures for themselves, that moment you violate the fun-

damental principles of religious liberty and christian moral-

ity. Since this right of private judgment is so dear to

you, ought you not to strive that all others may enjoy the

same blessing ? How then can we remove all the human

contrivances and wicked principles which interfere with the

free and full exercise of religious liberty ? We must trace

this evil to its origin. It is selfishness. Some individuals

think that they are wiser and better than their fellow disci-

ples. They wish to dictate to them what to believe and

practice. Hence all this array of ecclesiastical government,

and human standards, and church censures, and unhallow-

ed persecutions. Hence all this examination of one anoth-

er, this voting to determine if a man may obey his own

master, and this surrender of our most sacred rights. Is

it not high time, that there usurpations were banished from

the church? If then you will allow every individual perfect

religious liberty, you will obey the new command, and do

your share for the promotion of christian union.

4. It is necessary for the existence of christian union,

that you should conform to scriptural principles respecting

the church of Christ. Some of the most important partic-

ulars I will now mention. Jesus Christ is the divinely con-

stituted head of the christian church. Hear the declara-

tion of an apostle. " The God of our Lord Jesus Christ

gave him to be the head over all things to the church."

There is but one true church of Christ on earth. Hear the

proof. "For as we are many members in one body, and all

members have not the same office, so we being many are

one body in Christ, and every one members of one another.

For we are all baptized into one body, whether we be
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Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free. Every indi-

vidual who receives Jesus as the Saviour and endeavours

to obey his instructions is a member of the only true

church. What are the words of the common master?

" Whoever will do the will of my Father who is in heav-

en, the same is my brother and sister and mother. He
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is

that loveth me." The only head of the church has given

no authority to any man or any class of men, to any hu-

man tribunal, over the faith or modes of worship of his dis-

ciples, but places all of whatever name, whether apostles,

popes, bishops, ministers or people upon a perfect equality.

Listen to his own instructions. " One is your master even

Christ and all ye are brethren ; be not ye therefore called

masters." On this principle the inspired apostles practiced.

" Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are help-

ers of your joy." No disciple is answerable for his opinions

or religious observances to any human power. The language

of Paul is decisive. "Who art thou that judgest another

man's servant ? To his own master he standeth or falleth.

Why dost thou judge thy brother? For we shall all stand

before the judgment seat of Christ." Let us not therefore

judge one another any more . No terms of admission to the

true church are allowable but such as were adopted by the

inspired apostles. What confession was made when Philip

received the Ethiopian stranger to baptism? "I believe

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." This then is all the

confession that any branch of the church universal has a

right to require. No one can be lawfully excommunicated

from the true church except for rejecting the scriptures or

immoral conduct. This admits of no contradiction. Such

are some of the most important principles in relation to the

christian church which should be universally adopted in

order to secure the existence of christian union.

In the second place, what is the present state of the

christian church? You hear of the Roman, the Grecian

5
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and the Protestant church ; the Episcopalian, Presbyterian

and Congregationalist church ; the Baptist, Unitarian

and Methodist church ; the Lutheran, Calvinistic and

Universalist church ; the Christian, Quaker and Swe-

denborgian church. Some of these bodies consider their

own members as the only true church, and all of oth-

sects as heretics. Most of these parties have placed hu-

man masters upon the throne of Christ ; and adopted hu-

man standards of truth in the place of the bible ; and hedg-

ed up the entrance to gospel ordinances with human arti-

cles of belief ; and instituted human laws and sanctions for

the government of their members. But few of these de-

nominations will grant to others the rights and privileges

which they claim for themselves, or even admit them to

christian fellowship. Has our Saviour given any directions

concerning the order and discipline of his disciples ? Has

he mentioned any class of individuals who may exercise

authority over their fellows? either apostles or popes, coun-

cils or cardinals, bishops or vestry, presbyteries or synods,

ruling elders or communicants ? Has he described any body

of men who should have charge of particular branches of

the church universal? either bishops, deacons, ministers or

elders ? Are not all existing ecclesiastical governments then

of human origin and contrivance and authority ? Have they

not already been the occasion of infinite evils? I have no

room for details. But wherever these formsjof church gov-

ernment have interfered with the individual independence

of mind ; wherever they have deprived any disciple of the

scriptures and the liberty of interpreting them for himself;

wherever they have substituted fallible masters in the room

of the divine teacher, or human creeds instead of the bible;

wherever they have raised one disciple above another, or

deprived one of a single right or privilege on account of his

honest opinions ; wherever they have done any of these

things, they have violated the injunction of Jesus and done

great injury to the cause of pure religion. That most of
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the ecclesiastical governments have been exceedingly detri-

mental to the cause of truth and righteousness no candid

person can doubt. And does not the same evil exist now

to a very considerable degree ? Is not the individual inde

pendence of the mind cramped and even destroyed ? Are

not most believers in bondage to human masters ? Will not

resolute men arise and put down all usurpers, and

bring back the various branches of the christian family to

the standard and discipline of Jesus ? And can this be done

in any other way than by christian union ?

In the third place, so imposing are the claims advanced

by several sects, that an ignorant enquirer is puzzled to dis-

cover the true church. This disposition to stand first in

the rank of disciples, and this enquiry after the true church,

are severely censured by the orthodox Richard Baxter. Let

me present you a short extract in his quaint language.

" My next address is to them that are so solicitous to know

which is the true church among all the parties in the world

that pretend to it. Silly souls ! They are hearkening to

that party, and that party, and turn it may be to one and

to another, to find the true universal church. I speak not

in contempt but in compassion. But I must say, you deal

much liker bedlams than christians or reasonable men. You

run up and down from room to room to find the house, and

you ask, is the parlor it ? or is the hall it ? or is the kitchen,

or the coal house it ? Why, every one is a part of it ; and

all the rooms make up the house. You are in the wood,

and cannot find it for trees. But you ask which of these

sort of trees is the wood ? Is it the oak, or the ash, or the

elm, or the poplar ? Or is it the hawthorn, or the bramble ?

Why it is all together. You are studying which of the mem"
bers is the man. Is the hand the man ? oris it the foot?

or is it the eye ? or the heart ? or which is it ? Why, it is

the whole body and soul, in which all parts and faculties are

comprised. You wisely ask which part is the whole ? Why,

no part is the whole. Which is the true church ? Is it the
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Protestants, the Calvinists, or Lutherans, the Papists, the

Greeks, the Ethiopians ? or which is it ? Why, it is never any-

one of them, but all together that are truly christians. Good

Lord ! What a pitiful state is the poor church in, when we must

look abroad and see such abundance running up and down

the world, and asking, which is the world ? Whether this

country be the world ? Or that country be the world ? They

are as it were running up and down London to enquire for

London, and ask, whether this house be London ? or that

street be London ? or some other ? Thus are they in the

midst of the church of Christ enquiring after the church,

and asking, whether it be this party of christians ? or wheth-

er it be the other. Why, you doating wretches, it is all

christians of the world of what sort soever, that are truly

so, that constitute the true church. Indeed, if your ques-.

tions were only, which is the purest, or soundest, or safest

part of the church, then there were some sense in it, and I

would quickly give you advice for your resolution. If you

only ask, whether the parlor or the coal house be the bet-

ter part or room of the house, or whether the oak or the

bramble be the better part of the wood ? I should soon give

you an answer. So if you ask, whether the Protestants, or

Papists, or Greeks, be the sounder part of the church ? I

should soon answer you. The same family may have in it

both infants and men at ' age, sound men and sick men
;

some that have but small distempers, and some that have

the plague or leprosy; and yet all are men and members of

the family, so hath the church of God such members."

Perhaps this kind of satire is better adapted to bring men

to view this subject in its proper light than more dignified

reasoning. Until all sincere believers can fellowship each

other as members of the true church we can have no

perfect christian union.

Finally, on what principles should ecclesiastical govern-

ments be established ? On those which accord with the

gospel. All christians are brethren. All are equally learn-
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ers. All are answerable to one master. All have one Fath-

er. And whether educated or ignorant, young or old, rich

or poor, newly converted or long tried, no individual and no

number of individuals have any authority over the servants of

Jesus. All power resides with the believers themselves ; all

authority must therefore emanate from them. They alone

have the right to elect their own religious teacher. They alone

have the power to appoint any temporary rulers. But even

they have no right to establish laws for the regulation of

Christ's school. They have no right to prescribe terms of ad-

mission for his church. They are bound to accept the reg-

ulations already provided by inspired wisdom. Since such

are some of the fundamental principles of church govern,

ment, how ought every independent mind to struggle for

the liberation of the enslaved followers of Jesus. Take a

survey of Christendom. Are not many in slavery to usur-

pers? Are not many prevented from owning a share in the

church in which they worship ? because it must be in the

hands of priests or trustees for safe keeping? Are not many

prevented from electing the men they pay and hear preach?

because those who are wiser can make a more safe selec-

tion? Are not many prevented from learning of Jesus? but

must receive some father, reformer, leader as their reli-

gious guide? Are not many prevented from making the

scriptures their standard of divine truth, but must receive

some human creed, confession or formulary? Do not many

take their religious opinions from parents, ministers, cate-

chisms and systems of divinity? Are not many obliged to

disguise their real sentiments for fear of some kind of per-

secution? Is it not time that all these obstacles to the pro-

gress of pure religion were removed ? If then you will

adopt gospel principles respecting the christian church, you

will obey the new command, and do you share for the pro-

motion of christian union.

5. It is necessary for the existence of christian union,

that ministers of the gospel should conform more scrupu-

5*



54

lously to the commission of their common master. When

he sent forth his apostles to proclaim glad tidings to every

creature, he gave them the following very important direc-

tion. " Go ye and make disciples of all nations, teaching

them to observe whatever I have commanded you." Teach-

ing them what? Why, to observe or practice whatever he

had commanded. Now all who go forth on the same er-

rand act under the same commission, and are as much

bound to its strict observance as were the first preachers.

Practical religion then is the grand object of our exertions.

All of our Saviour's commands may be comprehended in

love to God and our neighbor. These are to be explained

and enforced. Their bearing on every thought, word and

deed is to be made plain and intelligible. When we have

induced believers to obey these commands, and become

practical christians, the principal design of the gospel is ac-

complished, and the primary concern of the ministry is an-

swered.

But in the second place, this commission does not forbid

doctrinal preaching. No ; it sanctions it; for all the gen-

uine doctrines of the gospel are to be brought forward as

inducements to a holy life. And as there exists a diversity

of opinions concerning the doctrines of the gospel, it be-

comes the bounden duty of every teacher to give a definite

statement of what he believes and the evidence on which

his peculiar views are based. If for instance a preacher

believes the doctrines of the trinity, deity of Christ, infinite

satisfaction, election and reprobation, total depravity and

moral inability, let him proclaim his belief to the world.

Let him show the influence of these views in the formation

of the christian character. If he can, let him prove their

truth and good tendency. Let people compare his state-

ments and reasoning with scripture and experience, and

receive them if they appear to be true, and reject them if

they seem to be erroneous. For my own part I find no

such doctrines tan ght in the scriptures and consequently I
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have no belief in their truth. I however .find other doc-

trines taught with great clearness, such as the unity of God,

his paternal character and disciplinary punishment; the

divinity of Christ and his inferiority to his Father; the pu-

rity and innocence of man at birth and his sinfulness by

practice; his free agency and consequent accountableness;

a future state of righteous retributions. I feel bound to

preach these as doctrines of the gospel, since I can express

them in the very words of the sacred writers. I endeavor to

show that they harmonize with reason, experience and nature.

I think I can make it appear plain to all that they are per-

fectly adapted to make men holy. I would have every one

pursue the same course. For this aids in the execution of the

divine commission. This was the course pursued by Jesus

and his apostles as you may learn from their discourses.

They often stated the fundamental principles on which the

;

whole fabrick of Christianity rests. And if we follow them

m our temper and in the number of our fundamentals, no

possible evil can result. The effect must ultimately be

beneficial.

But in the third place, a very different course has b een

too often pursued; a course in direct violation of the divine

commission ; a course which has been productive of the

greatest evils. Ministers have not only proclaimed and en-

deavored to prove the truth of their doctrines; but they

have commanded their hearers to admit their conclusions

and adopt their peculiar views. And when they could not

see the correctness of the reasoning or believe the state-

ments, they have been denounced as heretics, excluded

from christian privileges, and sentenced to endless torments

for their honest sentiments. For daring to search the scrip-

tures for themselves, to differ from their spiritual guides

and to abide by the result of their conscientious convictions

they were formerly pursecuted, fined, imprisoned and mur-

dered. And at the present day they are exposed to all the

inconveniences and disabilities which the age will allow.
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But where do ministers or churches find authority for such
conduct? Did our Saviour ever mention those dogmas con-
cerning which the clergy have exercised so much zeal and
bigotry ? Where has he commanded any one to believe in

the trinity, an infinite substitute for sin, total depravity,

election and reprobation, an endless hell for a large portion

of mankind ? Where has he threatened punishment upon

those who reject one or all of these articles of belief? No
where. And consequently no one has the least authority

to denounce those who consider them absurd and perni-

cious errors. Nor is this all. Preachers have called upon

the people to practice many rites and forms and ceremo-

nies and duties which Jesus never enjoined. This has been

done to a very great extent in former days, and is even now

required in no very small degree. Look at the observances

of the catholic and episcopal churches ; look at the meas-

ures for producing religious excitements in orthodox socie-

ties ; in short, bring to the test of scripture the peculiari-

ties of almost every denomination, and you will find many

of these things must be traced to a human origin. This

then is another way in which the divine commission has

been violated, greatly to the detriment of pure Christianity.

Now a few simple principles understood and followed

would prevent all this mischief. The minister is elected by

the people. He has no authority but what they give ; he

has no power but what emanates from them ; he is not at

liberty to dictate what views they must embrace or what

duties perform ; they have as much right to prescribe his

creed as he theirs. He should indeed state what he con-

siders to be truth and duty, and advance the reasons on

which his opinions are founded. He must permit them to

receive or reject as they shall find his statements and con-

clusions in accordance with the divine standard. It has

been this pride of opinion, this love of power, this usurpa-

tion of divine authority, this dictating to others, this con-

demning and persecuting those who obeyed God rather

man, which has almost ruined the cause of Christ.
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But finally, this is not the worst of the case. Ministers

have been instrumental in producing many of the greatest

evils which have ever afflicted the church. I have no wish

to join the infidel cry against priestcraft. I would not be

so inconsistent as to condemn the use of a blessing on

account of its abuse. By alluding to the perversions of

the ministerial office I would hope to prevent its future re-

currence. But I do not consider it either uncharitable or

untrue to assert, that most of the contentions and divisions

both in former and latter times must be traced to the clergy

and that these enormous evils are preserved and perpetua-

ted principally through their influence. They have usurp-

ed authority over their equals. They have assembled in

councils ; voted that certain opinions were true and others

false ; framed human creeds and imposed them on others ;

devised various punishments for those who could not see

with their eyes, and deprived people of all true religious

liberty. They determined for their hearers what they

must believe, what they must reject, how they must con-

duct and how they must converse, and many other things,

which the divine master left to the conscience of every in-

dividual. After subjecting the people to this spiritual slav-

ery, they attempted to rule each other ; and this attempt

has led to the most bitter controversies, the most disgrace-

ful contentions, the most lamentable fightings. My limits

forbid any details ; it is enough to have made a distinct al-

lusion to the painful subject. How then can the remaining

evils of this class be remedied ? The people must under-

stand their rights. They have the same right to dic-

tate to the clergy what they shall believe and do, as the

clergy have to dictate to them ; there is no such right on

either side ; for all are equally answerable for their opin-

ions and actions to one impartial Father. They have the

same right to call councils, frame creeds, impose them up-

on the clergy, and punish them for their nonconformity, as

the clergy have to call councils and make creeds and im-
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pose them upon the people ; there is no such right on ei-

ther side ; all are equally bound to make the scriptures the

standard of divine truth, and do unto others as they would

have others do unto them. Judge ministers by the same

rules which are applied to other men. If a preacher is

more talented, more laborious, more learned, more useful,

let him be respected according to his real merits. Let his

opinions be embraced so far as they accord with right rea-

son and pure revelation and no farther. If then the clergy

will conform more scrupulously to their commission they

will obey the new command, and do very much for the

promotion of christian union.

6. It is necessary for the existence of christian union

that ministers and people should scrupulously obey the

golden rule of the Saviour. They must do unto others in

all things and at all times as they would have others do un-

to them. This idea has been more than implied in what I

have already uttered. But it seems to me to be deserving

of a distinct consideration. For disobedience to this in-

junction has ever been a most fruitful source of division

and hatred. Let me then give one or two illustrations of

this command. In the first place then, we should obey the

Saviour's rule in judging each other. This precept is now

very generally disregarded in this particular. If an individ-

ual differs from us in opinion, we are too apt to regard him

as an evil doer. Ask if he is a christian, and you may re-

ceive the following answer. O he believes that Jesus of

Nazareth was a man, and that children are pure and inno-

cent at birth ; as if persons embracing such views could

not be acceptable disciples. So also if a person is called

by some sectarian name we are too ready to denounce him

as destitute of holiness. Ask if he is a christian, and you

will frequently obtain the following reply. O he is an uni-

tarian, a restorationist, a quaker, or a catholic, as if no one

called by either of these names could be virtuous and pious.

So long as this mode of judging is continued, so long will

existing divisions and animosities be perpetuated. No
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our Master commands us to judge others by their fruits.

And this is surely the only way in which we can do unto

others as we would have others do unto us. We must

therefore take the gospel and example of Jesus for our

standard of character. We should pay no regard to what

others have since invented and added. And in forming

our judgments of others, we must not be influenced to a

favorable or unfavorable verdict, by their modes of wor-

ship, their peculiar observances, their distinguishing senti-

ments or their party connexions. Where we discover any

thing unchristian in friend or foe, in those of our own views

or in those who reject our opinions, we shall unhesitatingly

pronounce it sinful. Whenever we perceive any conformity

to the requisitions of our common master, any thing true,

honest, lovely and of good report, in this party or that party,

we should cheerfully call it christian. Whoever exhibits

most of the gospel virtues and graces must be allowed to

be the best disciple ; and whoever exhibits the least of the

gospel temper and character, must be considered least in

the kingdom of heaven. By making the same allowances

for others which you would wish made for yourselves, you

will soon learn that the practical difference among sincere

believers is not so great as you had at first supposed. You

will thus feel inclined to unite in affection with all worthy

disciples. If then you would do as you would be done by

in judging each other, you will obey the new command,

and do much for the promotion of christian union.

We must also do unto others in our conduct as we would

have others do unto us. We must not make what we call

our conscience a rule of action instead of our knowledge

of duty. Let me explain this observation. Our forefath-

ers took the lives of some quakers because they could not

honestly conform to their religious opinions and observances.

They believed that such sectarians had rejected essential

truth and embraced fatal error. They feared their influ-

ence would prove injurious to the cause of pure religion.
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They accordingly felt bound by what they called conscience

to put them to death. Now they well knew all this time,

that this was not doing unto others as they would have oth-

ers do unto them. They knew that they were commanded

to love all who received Jesus as the author and finisher of

their faith. They knew that he had no where given them do-

minion over the faith of any individual or class of believers.

Th ey knew that murder was explicitly forbidden ; and that

the quakers had as much right to take their lives on ac-

count of their religion, as they had to destroy the quakers

for their honest sentiments. In direct opposition to all this

clear knowledge they perpetrated the unchristian and wick-

ed deeds. They disobeyed plain gospel commands in obe-

dience to what they called conscience. This is but one of

ten thousand horrid crimes which zealous christians have

committed under the same pretence. Even at the present

period the same mistake is made to a very lamentable de-

gree. But ministers and church members are continually

conducting towards others in a manner very different from

what they would wish others to conduct towards them. Ask

why they are guilty of such proceedings, and you are told

that they have obeyed conscience. But I would again en-

quire, have you obeyed the golden rule of your Saviour ?

O we have followed the dictates of conscience. But per-

mit me to affirm, that you may mistake your will, your de-

pravity, your party spirit, your unhallowed ambition, your

unprincipled bigotry, for your conscience. Are you at lib-

erty to disobey the commands of Jesus in obedience to

what you call conscience ? If so, we have no sure and safe

standard of duty. And until believers understand that they

cannot innocently disregard the plain precepts of their di-

vine master on any occasion or for the promotion of any ob-

ject, we shall have very little christian morality. You are

always on safe ground when you obey Jesus, observe his

golden rule, love one another, and promote their best wel-

fare. But you are never free from sin when you disregard
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plain scripture commands, notwithstanding you comply

with what you call conscience. If professed disciples had

been a one hundreth part as conscientious in obeying those

simple precepts of their Lord, which no honest and intelli-

gent enquirer could misunderstand, as they have been in con-

tending for points either unscriptural or obscurely revealed

or plainly forbidden, there would have been infinitely

more peace and love and goodness and happiness in Chris-

tendom. If then you will observe the golden rule in your

conduct towards one another, you will obey the new com-

mand, and do your share for the promotion of christian

union.

The second division of my discourse is finished. Many

more particulars might be enumerated did my limits per-

mit. But if these few fundamental principles of Christiani-

ty, and protestantism, and conscience could be observed

by professed believers, pure religion would revive and flour-

ish abundantly. And until this is the case, you may de-

pend tbat the existing divisions and contentions and ani-

mosities will be perpetuated. Is not this consideration

enough to rouse every honest disciple to obey the new com-

mand ? But I must hasten to my last division.

III. Why should we labour for the existence of christian

union ? For many special reasons. Some of the most im-

portant I will briefly mention.

1. Would you feel confident of being the true disciples

of Jesus, you must labour for the existence of christian

union. What was the peculiar injunction of your common

master? "A new command I give unto you, that ye love

one another." Can you have any certain evidence of a

saving interest in Christ, so long as you live in open disobe-

dience of this fundamental precept ? No. And why should

we love one another ? For the same reasons that our Sa-

viour loved his apostles. And did he love them because

they believed all the essential truths of his religion ? Or

because they were free from all pernicious error ? Or be-
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cause they always manifested a proper temper and charac-

ter ? No. He could not love them for qualities which they

did not possess. He loved them because they were im-

mortal beings; because they were peculiarly exposed to

temptation and suffering ; because they were ready to em-

brace the gospel when clearly comprehended and fully au-

thenticated ; because they would prove fearless advocates

for Christianity when properly converted. And are not your

brethren of every sect also heirs of immortality ? Are they

not exposed to many trials and afflictions ? Are not the

great proportion of every denomination essentially honest ?

Will they not embrace correct sentiments when their pre-

judices are removed? And are not the inducements to love

them sufficiently powerful ?

And how should we manifest our affection for one an-

other ? In the same manner that Jesuc manifested his love

for his disciples. He communicated to them whatever

views he received from the universal Father . He plainly

reproved them for their deviations from the path of recti-

tude. He patiently endured their dullness of comprehen-

sion. He kindly bore with their errors and ignorance.

He made charitable allowances for their prejudices and

imperfections. He cordially united with them in prayer

and communion. He. exhibited a perfect example for their

imitation. And can you not discover something of the

same virtues in your social and religious intercourse ? Is

the new command involved in any obscurity ? Have you

not the living commentary of its author ? Is it not binding

on all believers ? Have you not full ability to render the re-

quired obedience ? Must not the existing divisions and con-

tentions be attributed to the prevailing disregard of this in-

junction? Would not the desired union be effected by a

general and hearty compliance with its spirit and meaning?

And can you offer any satisfactory excuse for disobedience ?

No. If then you would feel confident of being acceptable
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disciples, you will cordially observe the new command, and

thus do your share for the promotion of christian union.

2. Would you furnish to the world scriptural evidence

of your discipleship, you must labour for the existence of

christian union. What is the declaration of your common
master? "By this shall all men know that ye are my disci-

ples, if ye have love one to another." Can your acquaint-

ances consider you true believers so long as you openly ne-

glect the performance of this primary duty? No. But this

satisfactory proof of conversion was manifested by the early

christians, notwithstanding a difference of opinion on many

questions. Even their heathen enemies were deeply im-

pressed by their beautiful example, and frequently uttered

this commendatory exclamation. "Behold how these chris-

tians love one another !" How different the language of

modern unbelievers ! "Behold how these christians hate one

another ! Behold how they deny to each other the very

name of their common master ! Behold how they usurp

dominion over each other's faith and conscience! Behold

how they subject one another to mental bondage and spirit-

ual slavery ! Behold how they deprive each other of the

same rights which they claim for themselves ! Behold how

they call one another opprobrious names, suspect each oth-

er's motives, and denounce one another's measures ! Behold

how they torment one another on earth and sentence each

other to endless misery in hell
!"

And, my friends, can you affirm that these taunts of our

enemies have no foundation in truth ? Must we not admit

that professing christians have furnished too much occasion

for such severe denunciations ? Must we not lament that

they now exhibit so little of the spirit of Christ and so little

submission to his authority ? But indiscriminate censure is

unjust. The truth is that there are more or fewer individ-

uals in every sect who are pure, peaceable, humble and

holy disciples. There are also more or fewer in every de-

nomination, who are deficient in the peculiar graces of the
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christian character, and while the former are less noisy, and

less known, and less noticed, the latter are pointed out as

fair specimens of the whole church. These things ought

not so to be ; but they should serve to remind us of the

true test of discipleship which too many neglect. Yes;

the only true test. For you may boast of the correctness

of your religious creed
;
you may proclaim the extent of

your christian knowledge
;
you may mention your scrupu-

lous observance of the means of moral improvement; you

may remind me of your untiring zeal in making proselytes

to your party
;
you may point to the printed accounts of

your benefactions to charitable purposes
;
you may speak

of your interesting experiences, and I shall admit that these

things are well in their place. But when you have allud-

ed to all these you have given me no sure evidence that

you possess the spirit of Jesus. I want to know that you

love one another. I want to see your mutual affection^ ex-

hibited in your daily walk and conversation. I want to be-

lieve that you are endeavoring to do unto others as you

would have others do unto you. And if you desire to have

others believe that you are practical christians, you will

obey the new command, and thus do your share for the

promotion of christian union.

3. Would you secure your own happiness, you must la-

bour for christian union. What is the solemn declaration

of the beloved disciple ? "We know that we have passed

from death unto life ; because we love the brethren. He
that loveth not his brother, abideth in death !" Abideth in

death ! And is this no punishment ? Is there no misery in

being dead to the life-giving principles of the gospel ? dead

to the enobling exercises of piety ? dead to the purest af-

fections of the human heart ? dead to the sweet approba

tion of an enlightened conscience ? and dead to well found-

ed hopes of future felicity ? Is there no wretchedness in the

feelings of selfrighteousness, uncharitableness and spiritual

pride ? in looking down with pity or scorn on those who are



65

as good as yourselves? in excluding and denouncing as

heretics and unbelievers those who reject your interpreta-

ions of scripture? Is there no anguish in believing tha

those who consciensciously differ from you in religious

opinions are enemies to the universal Father ? averse to all

good and prone to all evil ? destitute of all acceptable right-

eousness ? and doomed to endless, hopeless, unutterable

torments ? Ask those who have been converted from their

human creeds and fallible masters, to the knowledge of the

pure pospel and the obedience of Christ. Their testimony

will convince you that the disciple whom Jesus loved utter-

ed no falsehood when he pronounced those dead who are

filled with hatred and bigotry. They will assure you that

a selfish, exclusive, uncharitable, condemning spirit is an

unceasing plague, an ever gnawing worm, a mental hell.

On the contrary, is there no reward in having passed

from this moral death unto a spiritual life ? Is there no

comfort in doing unto others as you would have others do

unto you ? in judging them by their fruits and not by their

opinions or connexions ? in making the same allowances for

their errors and imperfections which you wish made for

your own ? and in placing yourselves upon an equality with

those who exhibit equal sincerity and goodness? Is there no

enjoyment in acknowledging all practical disciples to be

christians? members of the one true church? answerable

for their opinions to no human tribunal ? and heirs of the

common salvation? Is there no satisfaction in being free

from all party shackles ? in calling no man master in con-

cerns of religion ? in studying untramelled and unmolested

the instructions of the infallible teacher? in having no sect

to defend, no sectarian projects to encourage, and no ex-

clusive measures to advocate ? Is there no happiness in

being free to listen to the preachers of all denominations,

free to read and examine their publications, free to associ-

ate with the believers of various names and opinions ? in

receiving and embracing truth whenever and wherever dis-



66

covered ? in doing good to all men as you have means and

opportunities ? Is there no felicity in regarding all mankind

as brethren of one great family ? children of one common

and impartial Parent ? equally endeared by nature to the

universal Father? entitled to equal rights and privileges and

hopes ? and destined to a never ending existence of holi-

ness and unutterable bliss ? O yes. If you cannot answer

these questions from your own experience, you may obtain

satisfactory information from those in whom you place un-

limited confidence. They will assure you that those who

have the most love for their fellow creatures secure the

greatest share of present happiness, and enjoy a foretaste

of those celestial pleasures which arise from a resemblance

to that Being who is perfectly happy only because he is

perfect love. If then you would avoid moral death and

enjoy spiritual life, you will obey the new command, and

thus do your share for the promotion of christian union.

4. Would you promote the best welfare of the communi-

ty, you must labour for the existence of christian union. Is

not its true prosperity already endangered by the prevailing

spirit of division and disorganization ? Let me illustrate my
enquiry by a reference to some of the divided towns in

this commonwealth. Take one for example which contains

about fifteen hundred inhabitants. The majority consider

themselves orthodox in opinion. A large minority hold to

unitarian sentiments. There are besides, some methodists

some universalists, some baptists, to make no mention of

individual catholics, episcopalians, friends and swedenbor-

gians. Some of the parties support public worship the

whole time, while others are favored with only occasional

preaching. Each sect is desirous of increasing its numbers

and accordingly pursues proselyting measures. These un-

happy divisions are carried into the concerns of public and

social and domestic life. Civil officers are elected with a

reference to their religious opinions. Instructers of youth

cannot give satisfaction to those who dissent from their
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theological views. No union for the support of libraries or

lyceums or mutual improvement can be effected. Neigh-

bours have little or no friendly visiting, but regard each oth-

er with coldness, suspicion, dislike, perhaps hatred. Family

peace and harmony are disturbed ; the wife attends one

church, the husband another, some of the children a third,

and some become disgusted with all religious institutions.

As the natural consequence of this state of things, the at-

mosphere is more or less charged with disputes, backbitings,

slanderous imputations and impious denunciations. This is

no picture of the imagination. It is no very exagerated

representation of what exists in several places in this state,,

and of what may exist in several more, unless something is

speedily done to check the growing desolation.

And now, my friends, look at the other side of the pic-

ture. Let the inhabitants of the town described be thor-

oughly converted to the gospel requisitions. Let all dis-

card their various party names, and call themselves and

each other christians. Let them burn up all their human

creeds, their man made bibles, and adhere to the sacred

scriptures alone as their standard of faith and practice. Let

them renounce allegiance to any fallible mortals, and yield

themselves servants to the only authorized teacher and mas-

ter. Let them cheerfully allow to all others the free exer-

cise of the same sacred rights which they claim for them-

selves. Let them judge each other by their dispositions

and character and pronounce those most worthy who imi-

tate most closely the example of the Saviour. Let them

do unto others in all things as they would have others do

unto them. Let them believe there is but one true church

on earth, and acknowledge all as acceptable members who

live soberly, righteously and godly. Let them ordain such

a preacher as the majority shall select, and give him such

a support that he can devote his whole time and thoughts

to his ministerial duties. Let him administer baptism to all

who claim it for themselves or their offspring, and perform
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the rite in the mode they shall individually deem most

scriptural. Let him welcome to the table of communion

all who give practical evidence of faith and repentance.

Let him observe rigidly in his public discourses the com-

mission given to the apostles. Let him exercise charity

towards all who differ from his peculiar views of religion,

and condemn no one for his honest convictions. Let him

exchange pulpits occasionally with ministers of different

sentiments, so. that all who take the bible as the standard of

truth may be acknowledged as brethren. Let these gospel

principles be carried into practice, and what a desirable

change would be exhibited! How would domestic harmo-

ny be restored ? How would mental improvement be en-

couraged ? How would every worthy and benevolent ob-

ject receive proper attention? How would the cause ofpure

and undefiled religion revive and flourish ? How would the

town prosper in all temporal and spiritual concerns ? And

what is necessary to effect this revolution? But one thing.

The possession of the christian temper and character. If

then you would destroy the work of division and conten-

tion; ifyou would effectually promote the best welfare of

the community, you will obey the new command, and thus

do your share for the promotion of christian union.

5. Would you hasten the discovery and open profession

of all gospel truth, you must labour for the existence of

christian union. You well know that great differences of

opinion on religious subjects exist among believers. You

cannot suppose that all have embraced the whole truth, or

that any are entirely free from error. You cannot think

that the true meaning of all parts of revelation is already

obtained, but must admit that more light is yet to break

forth from the sacred records. You can have no interest

in remaining ignorant of any portion of divine knowledge,

but must wish to become acquainted with all the principles

of Christianity. And how can this important and desirable

object be effected ? Is the present state of the community



69

favorable to such a result? Directly the contrary. Believ-

ers are divided into various sects. Each party has several

lay and clerical leaders who are interested chiefly in the

increase of their numbers. Consequently each denomination

must have its sectarian papers, tracts, journals and volumes

of theology ; its sectarian bookstores, societies, preachers

and theological schools ; its sectarian doctors, lawyers,

merchants and instructers. And the members of each par-

ty are expected to patronize their own meetings, publica-

tions, professional characters, seminaries of learning, and

none but their own. And in order to prevent any of its

members from adopting different views of religion, each

sect has its penalties for heresy. Depart from the human

standard, and you will be suspended and perhaps excom-

municated from the church. Professors in theological

schools are bound down by solemn oaths which must be re-

peated every five years, not to teach any thing contrary to

certain articles of faith drawn up by fallible mortals. If

they should discover any new truth, they must sacrifice

either their office or their conscience. In other institutions,

where the chains are not rivited quite so close, the teachers

may proclaim their discoveries ; but if the cry of heresy is

raised they are compelled to affirm that they have not real-

ly departed from the opinions of their fathers, but merely

adopted new modes of explanation. And what is the nat-

ural consequence of all this state of things? That very littl

progress is made in the discovery and profession of gospe

truth. Almost every man is interested to support some

party interpretation. Very few have much temporal en-

couragement to search for truth. The leaders are anxious to

keep the people in their present state of information, to

check the march of the reformation, to uphold human sys-

tems of divinity. Many have not moral courage to avow

their honest convictions. These things ought not so to be.

This is being ashamed of Jesus. This is treachery to the

claims of the gospel. This is usurpation on the part of in-
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dividuals and bodies of men. It is high time for every one

who feels his accountableness to rise in defence of religious

liberty. It is high time for every consistent disciple of Jesus

to assert the rights of his divine master. Come forward then

like men to the glorious work of. reformation. Dethrone all

usurpers of the judgment seat of your Lord and Saviour.

Banish all human creeds from the pale of Christendom.

Make the word of the most high the only standard of di-

vine truth. • Honor every man who will declare his honest

convictions. Reward any man who will make any discov-

eries in the true understanding of revelation. Bring every

opinion to the test of reason and scripture. Encourage

every individual to examine and study and think for him-

self. You have nothing to fear from the boldest investiga-

tion. You have every thing to hope from a fearless search

of the scriptures. Do this with all becoming Zealand judg-

ment, and you will hasten the progress and open profession

of gospel truth, and obey the new command, and do your

share for the promotion of christian union.

6. If you would bring mankind under the influence of

the gospel, you must labor for christian union. Confine

your attention for a moment to those who profess to believe

in the divine origin of our holy religion. Should they not

all love and worship the same universal Father ? Should

they not all reverence and obey the same common master ?

Should they not all live sober, righteous and godly lives ?

Should they not all be united in one peaceful, affectionate,

improving, happy family ? Should they not all be raised

above the temptations and trials and sorrows of earth, and

be qualified for the incorruptible inheritance reserved in

heaven for the obedient ? Did not Jesus design to accom-

plish all this ? Surely. And is this glorious result already

effected ? By no means. When indeed you compare

heathen nations with christian ; when you observe their de-

grading devotion to imaginary deities; their proud and

cruel and quarrelsome spirit ; their profligate and loathsome
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conduct ; their bondage on account of the fear of death
;

their irrational and inconsolable grief on account of the loss

of friends ; their mental and moral degradation ; when you

notice these and other similar particulars of their character

and condition, you are ready to pronounce them most mis-

erable and wretched. And when you compare with these

idolaters, the most favored of christians ; when you

consider their rational belief and becoming worship of the

Supreme Jehovah ; their means of literary and moral im-

provement so liberally provided ; the general prevalence of

intelligence and virtue ; their judicious regulations for fam-

ilies and societies ; the vast amount of happiness daily im-

parted to the afflicted by christian consolations; and the

numbers who leave the world with joyful hopes of immor-

tality ; when you consider these and other similar particu-

lars, you are ready to declare that the gospel has wrought

miracles on human nature. And in this view you are not

mistaken. But when you compare christians with their

professed master ; when you know that many make their

religion consist in external observances ; that many are but lit-

tle influenced in their domestic, social, commercial and po-

litical conduct by gospel principles ; that many are filled

with discontent and envy, ill will and pride, uncharitable-

ness and selfrighteousness ; that many usurp authority over

the faith and practice of their equals ; that many deliber-

ately engage in war and bloodshed ; when you recollect

these and other similar particulars, you are ready to affirm

that Christianity has' done comparitively little in reforming

the hearts and lives of its votaries ; that she has not seen

her best days ; that she has not answered the design of her

author to any considerable degree. And in this opinion you

are correct. Yes ; it is lamentably true that christians gen-

erally exhibit but a small share of that goodness which was

manifested by their master. And whence arises this defi-

cincy ? From a neglect of the plainest precepts of the Sa-

viour. His zealous followers have not loved one another :
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they have not done unto others as they would have others

do unto them ; they have retained his name without much

of his religion. And before Christianity can produce its

proper influence on the souls of believers, they must come

back to the divine master ; be united on gospel principles,

and conform to the plain requisitions of scripture in all

things. Yes ; we must love our heavenly Father su-

premely, and manifest our love by habitual worship, unlim-

ited confidence, unreserved submission. We must love our

Saviour in sincerity, and manifest our love by cherishing his

spirit, imitating his example, and obeying his commands.

We must love our fellow men as ourselves, and manifest

our love by doing unto them in our motives, thoughts, feel-

ings, conversation and conduct as we would have them do

unto us. We must love our own souls, and manifest our

jove by an unceasing attention to their intellectual and reli-

gious cultivation and discipline and improvement. And un-

til we feel this to be the simple and grand design of reve-

lation, we shall not contribute our share to the cause of

Christ.

Not only so. Believers in the divine origin of the gos-

pel constitute but a small portion of the human family. As

christians we must desire to have the religion of heaven em-

braced by every individual of the human race. We must be-

lieve that such &n event is^predicted in revelation and will

eventually occur. We must know that this glorious revo-

lution can be effected only by human instrumentality. We
must all desire to lend our aid in hastening forward the hap-

py period. You know that many disciples have been la-

boring for the conversion of the heathen for the last quarter

of a century. Missions have been established in the east

and west, in the north and south. And what success has

attended their exertions ? Very little ; nothing has been

effected, when compared with the means used, the

treasures expended, the labors bestowed, and the health and

lives sacrificed. I say not this in a spirit of exultation but of



73

lamentation. I am the last man on earth to ridicule any

benevolent intentions and well meant endeavors. And if

there is any person I sincerely respect, it is the conscien-

cious missionary, who leaves family and friends, the land

of his birth and the graves of his fathers, to wear out a

tedious existence in almost fruitless labours among the bar-

barous and uncivilized. Neither would I speak sneeringly

of the conversion of even one idolater to the service of the

only true God; not that I think such a convert has been

rescued from endless perdition, or that I believe any

heathen is in danger of such unmerciful treatment from the

universal Parent. But I am convinced that with all the

exertions made, Christianity itself has gained but precious

little if any in her influence. I must think that more has

been lost at home than has been gained abroad. There is

nothing saved by disguising the truth. It is a well known

fact, that the great majority in christian lands have been

suffered to grow up without any satisfactory evidence of

the truth of the gospel, and without forming true christian

characters. And it is a fact equally certain, that the divi-

sions and contentions of believers, their contradictory creeds

and irrational doctrines, their unchristian measures and un-

charitable tempers, have been the occasion pi* driving thou-

sands into the field of skepticism, and thousands more to

secret infidelity, and thousands more to open opposition to

the truth as it is in Jesus, and thousands more to degrading

immorality. And when the missionary has gone among the

heathen, he has not presented to them the pure gospel as it

came from the lips of its author. He has taught sentiments

which contradict the clearest dictates of nature and rea-

son and conscience ; sentiments which shock the best af-

fections of our nature and destroy the paternal character

of the universal Father. No wonder that such sentiments

should be rejected, especially when the hearers could see

those who felt proud of the christian name guilty of almost

every species of wickedness. And for this developement of
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unbelief at home and want of success abroad, professing

christians are answerable. Yes; solemn and startling as is

the charge, it is founded in truth. Is it not high time for

believers to feel their accountableness ? There must be a

great reformation among them before the gospel can ex-

tensively prevail. They must practically adopt the prin-

ciples of christian union which have been unfolded. If

then you would be instrumental in extending the belief and

influence of Christianity, you will obey the new command

and thus do your share for the promotion of christian union.

Members of this ancient congregational church and so-

ciety, you will permit me to congratulate you on the inter-

esting union this day solemnized. You had become some"

what divided in religious sentiment. One after another

forsook the sanctuary, until but few remained to hear the

stated ministrations of the word of life . Scarcely a rem-

nant of the communicants could be collected, and the ta-

ble of the Lord was seldom spread. You seemed to be on

the very verge of dissolution when your last- pastor with-

drew. You were doubtful whether sufficient means could

be provided for the resettlement of a minister. You how-

ever resolved to practice for a season at least on the prin-

ciples which 1 have endeavored to illustrate and recom-

mend. You accordingly employed the individual whom
we this day install as your religious teacher. He was call-

ed by a sectarian name which some of you disliked. He
professed to believe opinions which some of you consider-

ed erroneous. But you knew his christian character was

unsullied, and you determined to sacrifice individual pref-

erences for the general welfare. You soon found that his

whole energies were devoted to the promotion of practical

religion, and not to a system of proselytism to party names

or sectarian views. Many who had forsaken the assem-

bling of themselves together returned to their original pla-

ces. The table of communion was again spread, and num-

bers came forward to the feast of love. A Sunday School
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was organized, and libraries established. Many have be-

come deeply interested in the truth as it is in Jesus. You
have found yourselves sufficiently able to give the man of

your unanimous choice a competent support as your per-

manent minister. And there is now scarcely a more flour-

ishing society in the commonwealth. Having realized the

rich blessings of union on gospel principles, I trust you will

cherish them with fidelity. So long as you practically ob-

serve them you will remain prosperous and improving.

May you ever continue to obey the new command, to love

one another, so that others seeing your good works may

glorify your Father who is in heaven.

My christian brother, I rejoice that your installation has

furnished me with an appropriate occasion for expressing

my views on the subject of christian union, and for giving a

practical illustration of the principles I have advanced.

We are called by different sectarian names. For conscien-

cious reasons you separated from the universalists, and are

properly denominated a restorationist, because you believe

the future punishment of the wicked will terminate in their

reformation. Your opinions on other disputed topics of

theology harmonize very nearly with unitarian sentiments.

I ara-ealled a unitarian, because I believe that our heaven-

ly Father is the only true God. The unitarians of England

very-generally believe in the final restoration of mankind to

holiness and happiness, and they proclaim the doctrine

whenever occasion requires. A few of our preachers have

adopted the same belief and pursue the same practice.

Many however consciensciously believe that this subject is

left in obscurity, that neither endless punishment nor final

salvation is plainly taught in scripture, and they honestly en-

deavor in their discourses to leave the question in the state

in which they consider it to be left by the sacred writers.

Consequently there has been but little ministerial intercourse

between your denomination and the one with which I am

classed. This is the first instance in which unitarians and
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restorationists have united in council and fellowship. For

one I am exceedingly grateful for your request to be of the

number, and for the honor you have conferred in asking

me to deliver the discourse on. this important occasion. As

a Protestant I could not refuse your invitation. I admit the

sufficiency of the scriptures and the right of private judg-

ment. I know these fundamental principles of the refor-

mation have received unbounded commendation. I also

know that they have been reduced to practice but in a very

limited degree even by those who have been the loudest in

their praise. But I have determined to observe them most

sacredly so far as I can understand their application. We
now meet as equals. I have not presumed to catechise

you respecting your peculiar opinions, neither have you

shown a disposition to ascertain if my distinguishing views

are orthodox. I make no concessions. I ask no conces-

sions. It is enough for me to know that you have search-

ed the scriptures faithfully, that you have formed a chris-

tian character, and that your whole energies are devoted to

the promotion of practical religion. As consistant Protest-

ants then we unite on terms of perfect equality and cordial

christian fellowship. As a man of consistency I could not

refuse your invitation. I have blamed some of our exclu-

sive brethren for refusing to unite with us in ordinations and

installations. Now the difference in sentiment between

unitarians and restorationists is trifling, in comparison with

the difference between unitarians and calvinists. If then I

could be so inconsistent as to do precisely the same thing,

for a reason infinitely less, for which I have censured oth-

ers, I should most heartily despise myself, and I ought to

be universally reprobated by my fellow christians. Nor is

this all. I have a strong feeling of sympathy for our Eng-

lish unitarian brethren. I am ready to welcome them most

cordially to my pulpit and fellowship, although I dissent

from some of their articles of belief. Nor could I rational-

ly refuse to unite with you, merely because you are called
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a restorationist, when I am desirous of, uniting with those

who hold the same opinions, merely because they are nam-

ed unitarians ? If I could be guilty of such cowardice I

should forfeit all self respect, and ought not to be re-

spected by any persons of honesty. As a christian I

could not refuse your invitation. I have the scriptural ev-

idence that you are an acceptable disciple of Jesus. Con-

sequently I am bound by my religious obligations to love

you as a brother, and to manifest the fruits of my affection

in all proper ways. My presence at this time is an open and

decided expression of my principles of action. I could not

say by a refusal, stand by thyself, I am holier than thou. I

firmly believe that the spiritual pride of ministers has caus-

ed infinite and irreparable evils in the church. It is this

which has aided the progress of division and contention and

hatred which have destroyed almost the whole influence of

the gospel. And even at this moment there is but precious

little practical Christianity on earth. Comparatively few

professed believers are under the influence of christian

principles. Preachers should begin the necessary reforma-

tion. They must unite on gospel ground. I should violate

what appears to me the plainest of our Saviour's commands

had I slighted this opportunity of bearing my feeble testi-

mony in favor of practical religion. I have no doubt some

believers will exult and some will be offended with this

day's transactions. Some of our exclusive brethren may

endeavour to injure the influence of unitarians. They may

attempt to make their less informed adherents believe that

we are universalists, because we unite with restorationists,

when they well know that none on the council hold to any

more of universalism than those German divines whom they

pronounce very pious christians. And perhaps some of our

own brethren will fear that we have not pursued the most

politic course. In answer I would observe, that I pay no

regard to any policy but such as Jesus practiced and re-

commended. I act on my own responsibleness, and wish
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all others to remember that they are not accountable for

my conduct. I am interested to promote no party but that

of practical christians, and with all such I shall most cheer-

fully unite. I hope however that all who glory in the name

of liberal believers will lend their aid in hastening the union

of those who should not be separated. May we both live,

my brother, to witness that mutual love which is so em-

phatically enjoined in the new command.

*Note.—When the sentiment expressed above was uttered I had no
expectation that it.woulil be verified in one fortnight. This however
proved to be the

(

fact. The editor of the Boston Recorder gave an ac-

count of the installation. He said the council consisted of unitarians and
itniversalists. He knew there was not a universalist properly so called

among the number. He knew the restorationists had separated from those

who have no belief in a future retribution. The separation had been pub-
lished in his own paper, and those who withdrew were pronounced the

most respectable of the order. In the very face and eyes of this clear

knowledge the editor had the hardihood and disingenuousness to speak
in the manner described. He has doubtless sneered at unitarians with
others of his party for preaching " mere morality." If this elect individ-

ual and some of his editorial brethren would practice more of this "mere
morality" they would furnish more scriptural evidence of being the true

disciples of Him who once said—"All things whatsoever ye would that

men should do to you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the law and the
prophets."



BY REV. PAUL DEAN, OF BOSTON.

My Brother—The ministry of the gospel given by our Lord Jesus
Christ to his apostles, is by far the greatest blessing ever conferred on the
human race ; the most illustrious display ofdivine grace and goodness ever
made to sinful, erring, dying man, being designed for the total overthrow
of idolatry and error, the establishment of the true and universal worship
of God among the nations, and the salvation of the world.
Hence, the office of a christian minister—to proclaim the true God and

Jesus Christ whom he hath annointed for salvation to the ends of the
earth, to minister to all people the instructions, consolations and admoni-
tions of the gospel, and to announce for the encouragement of the saints,

the complete success and triumph of the gospel in the universal restora-

tion of the human race to holiness and happiness—is, at once, the most
sacred, interesting, and responsible, which can be sustained on earth.

Having, by the grace of God and the desire of this church and people,

been installed their Pastor in the Lord, by solemn prayer and invocation
;

I now, in behalf of this Council, commit to your hands the sacred wri-
tings, as your instructions from the great head of the church, accompa-
nied by the customary charge.

The Holy Bible contains the religion you are to administer, the doc-

trines you are to teach, the precepts you are to urge, and the motives by
which you may best enforce them. It will supply you with the whole
armor of God, and thoroughly furnish you to every good word and work,
and be your authority for all you do and say as the servant of Christ.

In presenting you with this charge, we claim no authority over your
faith or ministry, but only signify to you and the church, that the solemn
charges and instructions given by St. Paul to Timothy, as an evangelist,

are appropriate to all the ministers of Jesus in all ages of the world.
Let me therefore charge you, rather I would say, let me entreat you, my
brother, to consider seriously the importance of the work you have un-
dertaken, how needful it is for you to bring to this service the best af-

fections of your heart, and all the faculties of your mind ; to engage in

it with your whole heart and soul—to release yourself wholly from the

entanglements and cares of the world, that you may please him who
hath called you, and that your profiting in the ministry may appear to

all. To a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, and of religion ; add
a perfect knowledge of the human heart, and of all that can interest and
engagj it ; for without these attainments you cannot preach the gospel with
the fullest success, and will often fail of causing the benevolent princi-

ples and salutary precepts of religion to find access to " the business and
bosoms" of men.

In the study of the holy scriptures, you will consider them as God's
word to you in common with the rest of mankind, and exercise your
own best judgment, understanding, and conscience, in obtaining their

scope, meaning and application; and however you may avail yourself of
such helps as the researches of others may afford, you will call no man
on earth master.
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After all human attainments, you will feel your need of Divine As-
sistance ; and whenever you approach this place of your public minis-
try, come to it with fervent prayer, that God will aid and bless you in

speaking, and the people in hearing his word of life and grace. Thus
prepared by meditation and prayer, you will, my brother, preach and
proclaim the great doctrines of the gospel as you understand them, feel-

ing that you speak in the presence of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

before whom you and your hearers shall stand in judgment at his ap-
pearing and kingdom. In public and in private reprove error and es-

tablish truth,—rebuke vice and disobedience, and strengthen the hands
of the faithful. Administer the ordinances of the gospel with becoming
solemnity, and in their original simplicity and spirit. Remember and
provide for the instruction of the lambs of your flock, that they may
remember their Creator in the days of their youth and be trained up for

usefulness and Heaven.
Teach the pure and holy precepts of the gospel, as well by example

as precept ; and that your examples may have the greater influence in

all the walks of life, frequently visit your people ; for this will not only

let your light shine among them, but it will greatly aid you to promote,

and them to hear with profit. Neglect not the poor in your visits, nor

in their sufferings.

Another duty, frequently inculcated by the scriptures, I must urge

upon your serious attention, and that is, to visit the sick, pray with them,
encourage them, and comfort them. Wait not to be sent for, wait not

till the last moment, when your services or prayer can be of little use.

Your visits will be of great comfort to the suffering, and your sympathy
will endear religion to their hearts.

Cherish in your soul zeal in the service of God, and warmth and en-

gagedness in all your ministerial and parochial duties, ever remember-
ing that true zeal dwells only with love and charity. Cultivate a con-

cern for the salvation of the souls of your hearers, and let that stimulate

you to fervency in preaching, and a deep interest in the temporal wel-

fare of your flock. In preaching, I recommend you to pursue a declar-

ative and persuasive, rather than a controversial method, which seldom
fails of begetting in the hearer a bitter and bigoted spirit. Avoid public

controversy if you can do so without abandoning truth ; and when com-
pelled to it, use only such weapons as the gospel furnishes ; otherwise

religion will be wounded in the house of its friends.

With all denominations of professed christians maintain a charitable

and catholic spirit ; and be ready to interchange christian civilities wherev-
er it can be done with a mutual good conscience, and to mutual satisfac-

tion.

Regard the whole human race as the subjects of divine mercy through
Jesus Christ and him crucified, and objects of christian sympathy and
good will ; and be ever ready to co-operate in all such measures as you
have reason to believe will conduce to the universal spread of the gos-

pel, which is the power of God unto salvation. Finally, my brother, do

the work ofan evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry, and when thou

hast finished thy course with joy, may this thy people be given thee as

the crown of thy rejoicing in the day of the Lord.



TO THE CHURCH AND CONGREGATION, BY

Rev. DAVID PICKERING, OF PROVIDENCE R. I

In rising to address the church and congregation here as-

sembled, after listening to, and witnessing the interesting

services of this solemn and joyful occasion, it may well be
supposed that I should feel at a loss for the choice of lan-

guage to communicate the feelings and sentiments of a

heart, overflowing with such emotions of gratitude and love,

as the solemnities of this fraternal and affecting interview

are calculated to inspire.

Little indeed, could be added to the chaste and sublime

representations of the stupendous plan of grace and salva-

tion, devised by infinite wisdom and love, for the recovery

of a world engulphed in sin and wretchedness; or to the

feeling display of ministerial duty and faithfulness, together

with the nature, extent, and religious advantages and pleas-

ures of genuine christian fellowship, which have been so

happily presented to our view, on this welcome and inter-

esting occasion.

Were it not for the pleasures and hopes which are con-

nected with the faith and practice of the christian religion,

there would be few, in comparison with the number which
at present fill the ranks and crowd the sanctuary of chris-

tian devotion. For both tho voice o£ revelation and the

testimony of experience confirm the fact, that .some sacri-

fices must be made in the faithful discharge of our religious

obligations, and the proper maintenance of gospel worship

and order.

The glorious Founder of the dispensation of grace and
salvation, apprised his early followers, that they had many
trials to endure, as well as duties to perform. That they

were required to restrain the indulgence of every sinful pro-

pensity, and to sacrifice upon the altar of religion the grati-

fication of every unhallowed desire. That they must pre-

pare their minds, by early discipline, to bear the frowns of

intolerance, and to encounter the spirit of relentless persecu-

tion.

To sustain them under these trials, and to strengthen

them in the performance of every duty, he imparted to

them the rich instructions and promises of the gospel, im-

bued them with his own spirit and grace, and animated them
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with the assurance of his glorious presence to accompany
them through all the conflicts of persevering fidelity to the

close of their earthly pilgrimage, when they should re-

ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Christianity has undergone no change, since the person-

al ministry of its illustrious Founder, either in its doctrines,

its duties or its hopes. As then, its doctrines are still traced

to the benevolence and unmerited favor of God for their

origin ; to which we are indebted for all the invaluable in-

structions which we enjoy concerning the glorious plan of

redemption and salvation. The duties of repentance, faith,

and the constant devotion of all our best energies to promote

the honor of God, and the moral improvement and happi-

ness of mankind, are still retained as the distinct and im-

portant outlines which prescribe the extent of christian ob-

ligation. And the hope of an immortal existence in the

regions of fadeless beatitude, with the full, perfect, and
endless triumphs of grace, over all sin and suffering, still an-

imates and invigorates the joyful heart where virtuous faith

presides.

To preserve these essential features of the gospel, three

things- are indispensible. First. To become thoroughly

acquainted with the principles, duties, and hopes which the

gospel inculcates, so as clearly to understand the reasons

and evidence,of our hope. Secondly. We must labor to

be imbued with the mild and peaceable spirit of religion,

so that the purity of its character, and the importance of

its profession may. neither become the eubject of suspicion

nor reproach, through any wilful neglect on our part, of a

cheerful conformity to its moral requirements. And Third-

ly. We must cultivate such an esteem for the doctrines

and hopes of religion, as to render it the paramount object

of our affections and our cares, and induce us make such

sacrifices as its honor and prosperity may require.

The sacrifices which we are called to make for the cause

of religion are but small, when compared with those which

fell to the share of the early disciples of our Lord. We
feel ourselves secure under the shelter of a wise constitu-

tion, guaranteering to us the enjoyment of property, liberty

and life ; and clearly recognizing all the rights of con-

science in the unrestrained exercise of religion. But with

them, the sacrifice was immense : No compromise was ad-

mitted : Either an unconditional surrender of their religion

was, in a multitude of cases, demanded, or property, liber-

ty, and even life itself, must pay the forfeit of their adhe-

sion to the christian cause !
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In view of these affecting truths, brethren, let us pause

and inquire ; what are the sacrifices which we are called upon

to make for the defence, the honor, the maintenance and

support of what we are pursuaded is the same glorious

cause of pure and undefiled Christianity? Why, at most,

we can only feel the loss of the society and friendship of a

few of those with whom we had been associated, before we
devoted our powers to investigate the subject of christian

doctrine. Men of illiberal views and feelings may affect

to pity and despise ; to deplore our firm resistance of long

established and undigested creeds, and to hold in abhor-

rence the liberal and charitable sentiments in which we re-

joice.

Professors, who have more zeal than knowledge, and

more sectarian prejudice than charity, may deny us the

christian name, and call in question the reality of our at-

tachments to the gospel of the Son of God : But this will

do us little harm, provided ' we maintain a conscience

void of offence.' It will be a question of minor concern

with us, whether we have the friendship of men, pro-

vided we are conscious of enjoying the friendship and ap-

probation of our Maker. To secure these invaluable bless-

ings, we must devote our lives and powers to continual ef-

forts for advancement in the knowledge of God, and the

perfection of our christian character. We should be will-

ing to sacrifice the short-lived and evanescent pleasures

which the momentary breath of human praise may afford

;

and especially when they are brought in competition with

the solid enjoyments which spring from 'the praise of God !

'

To feel, and to know, by undoubted evidence, that we are

accepted of God, as christian disciples, is an honor and a

glory, for the attainment of which, no sacrifice should be

thought too great. And yet, how small is that which we
are instructed to make, for the attainment of this distin-

guished favor ! "In every nation, he that feareth God and
worketh righteousness is accepted of him." To be owned
and blessed as the disciples of Christ, we must practically

observe his example, as well as believe his word. With
such sacrifices, God is well pleased ; and in the offering of

them upon the altar of truly devotional hearts, there is an
abundant reward ; even ' joy unspeakable and full of glory.'

Brethren, by the interesting services and duties which
you have called us this day to perform, you have signified

your readiness and your resolution to make such sacrifices

as may be required from time to time, for the defence of
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the gospel, and for the spread and permanent establishment

of the principles of pure and undefiled religion.

We heartily and sincerely congratulate you upon the

happy union which is this day consummated between you
and the beloved and able Pastor of your choice. That he

is well qualified for the duties of the office which he is

uall to sustain ; to feed the people of his charge, ' with

knowledge and understanding,' we entertain not the

least doubt. Of this truth, you have given us the evidence

of your entire conviction, by your solicitude to have him
set apart as your spiritual guide, under the great Shepherd

and Bishop of souls.

He comes to you in all the attractions of youthful devo-

tion to the cause of Christ, and in all the vigour of intellec-

tual strength.

For your advancement in all the duties of piety, and of

moral preparation for the kingdom of God, we doubt not

his willingness to 'spend and be spent.' But his best ef-

forts will utterly fail to enrich your souls, without your

hearty co-operation. It is not enough that you contribute

of your substance for his support, so that he 'be not en-

tangled with the cares of this world'; but it is indispensible

that you encourage his heart by a punctual attendance up-

on his public ministry. Your own and the regular visitation

of your families, to the sanctuary of devotion, from week to

week, will stimulate him to every laudable exertion for your

spiritual edification and joy.

With the scriptures of holy inspiration you should care-

fully compare what you hear, 'that your faith may not stand

in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.' In a

word'; cultivate a prayerful intercourse with Heaven, and

seek the unerring instructions of the wisdom from on high.

Then will the tabernacle of the Lord become amiable in

your sight, and the sanctuary of the God of Jacob, a pleas-

ing refuge from the cares and burdens of life.

Here then, let the feelings of deep humiliation and penit-

ence for sin, mingle with the devotional sentiments ofgratitude,

prayer and praise, for the ample means of grace and salva-

tion through the mediation of an all-conquering Redeemer.
Brethren, our best wishes attend the church and people

of God in this place, for the attainment of every moral and

spiritual excellence. And may the unbounded plentitude

of grace divine, sanctify both Pastor and people for the

fadeless glories of the church triumphant in heaven.




